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PRIN 
’ FE Pe wee 
~ 9geMessrs. B. G.and F. J. Easton, of Louisville, | plies and such additional force, as, in your-opirion,{| 3d. That the governor leave tiie province in two 
4 » . . . . * . . . . . . 
Ky. and E. Easton, of Cincinnati, Ohio, are duly | may be necessary for the relief of vessels in distress | weeks. joe 


sethorized to receive subscriptions to this work,|on the coast in the approaching inclement season, 
ito collect all sums due to the late and present) and that she be kept cruising outside the harbor un- 
til the middle of Februrary next, when the weather 
will permit. 
All supplies furnished will be charged at cost 
ogThe present sheet contains the annual report | price, and bills for the amount taken on the owners | 
of the secretary of the treasury on the finances, the | or consignees, and placed in your hands for col- | 
report of the secretary of state on our relations| lection. I am, very respectfully, your obedient | 
with Mexico, the speech of the hon. Wm. Cost! servant, 
Johnson, of Md. on the amendment to limit the} Levt Woopsury, secretary of the treasury. 
tine for issuing treasury notes—in addition to the | To collector of the customs at ‘ 
aystracts of the proceedings of congress to the 15th 
inst. To find room for the above mentioned articles, TREASURY NOTES AND SPECIE. By the last 
we have been compelled to omit our usual quantity | Charleston (8. C.) Patriot, United States treasury 
of miscellaneous matter, but will try and find room | notes are quoted at 3 per cent. premium, and by the 
for a large portion in our next. last Nashville (Tenn.) Union at 124 per cent. pre- 
mium. In New York on Thursday last treasury | 
g-We are reluctantly compelled to omit, until | drafts and notes are quoted at 4 discounta par. On 
our next, the remainder of the letter of the hon. H.| the same day in that city, American gold was quot- 
S. Legare, to a constituent. ‘ed at 45 @ 5 premium; half dollars and Mexican at 
| |41 a4}. For Patriot doubloons, $16 62 asked. 
The hon. Mr. Preston, of South Carolina, who| ‘Ihe last sales of U. States’ bank stock, which 
made a narrow escape from death, by the accident | we see quoted, were 150 shares at 1194 a 1193. 
which occurred onthe Portsmouth and Roanoke rail | 
road, noticed in the last page, appeared in his seat} ExcHANGE PAPERS—EXPRESS MAIL. Messrs. 
on Thursday last, and was warmly greeted by his| fditors: As many of the publishers and editors of 
friends. | newspapers seem not to be aware that they cannot 
Mr. Cuthbert, of Georgia, has resumed his seat in | receive, free of postage, newspapers by the ordinary 
the senate, and thus contradicted the rumor of his | mail, and slips from the same papers, by the express | 
resiznation. The “Globe” says he was prevented | mail, I beg leave to refer them to the 39th section 
from attending during the extra session by protract- | of the act of congress, approved on the 2d July, 
ed indisposition; and that-the rumor of his resigna- | 1836, by which they will perceive that “slips from | 
tion grew out of the apprehension that his health | newspapers” may be received by the express mail, | 


| 


would not be firm enough to enter on the duties of | ‘‘in liew of exchange papers.” In accordance with 
this act, newspapers from which slips are received, | 
’ pap | 


ant 
roprietor. 
Washington city, Dec. 16, 1837. 



































his station. 
The hon. Mr. Bouldin, of Virginia, has announc-| will be charged with postage, when taken out of 
ed his intention not to be a candidate for congress | the post office. Iam respectfully, your ob’t serv’t, 
at the next election. “G. Prirt, Ag’t P. O. dep’t. 
t has been stated that gen. Ripley, of Louisiana, **Cincinnalt, Dec. 1, 1837.” 
intended to resign his seat in congress on account 
ot his health. The Madisonian states that he has) CANnapaA. We have accounts from Canada, stat- 
not resigned, and although in feeble health on his | ing that the city of Toronto, in the upper province, 
plantation in the middle of November, he still in-| had been captured by a body of patriot troops under | 
tends to occupy his seat during the present session. | Wm. L. MeKenzie, the well known patriot editor, | 
and sir Francis Head the governor, with several of | 
\3-The annual meeting of the American Coloni- | his staff taken prisoners, also another account, saying | 
zation society was held in the hall of the house of | that the patriots had been expelled from the city and 
representatives on Tuesday eveninglast. The pro-| neighborhood with great loss, and were at the last | 
ceedings were hizhly interesting, and will be noticed | advices beating up recruits preparatory to renewed | 
at iength hereafter. ’ hostilities. It appears that the immediate cause of | 
the explosion in Upper Canada was an attempt on | 
\3-We have on file, and will endeavor to make | the part of the government toarrest Mr. McKenzie, 
room for, messages from the executives of the states | one ef the leaders of the liberal or radical party, on 
now in session. a charge of treason and sedition. We confess our 
inability to give the particulars of the movement, | 
APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT. Benjamin| which are contained in a vast number of letters, | 


E. Viall to be commercial agent of the United| mostly of the most vague and contradictory cha- | 
States at Cape Haytien in the island of St. Domingo. 




















The following are among the most coherent: 


APPOINTMENT BY THE PRESIDENT, by and with 


the advice and consent of the senate. 
Jonathan P. Gilliam to be consul of the United| rived at Niagara this morning, at seven o’clock, 


States for the port of Monterey, in Mexico. from ‘Toronto, which place he left four hours be- 
‘ ‘fore. The boat, with a deputation, was despatched 

DistrEssep MARINERS. Both houses of con-| by the governor for volunteers from this district, 
gress have promptly passed a bill, which has been | to the immediate aid of the government, and to re- 
Signed by the president, authorizing the employ-|turn forthwith. The reformers of the home district, 
ment of the naval force to cruise off the coast for | it is said, reached Toronto the night before last, in 
the relief of vessels in distress. The secretary of | creat numbers, (3,000,) when volunteers in behalf 
the treasury, as we learn from the “Globe,” with | of the government were called to oppose their com- 
commendable promptitude, has also given the usual ‘ing into the city, when arunning fire took place. 








instructions to the collectors having the superin- | Col. Moodie, late of the 104th, was shot dead, and | 


| 
| 


tendence of the revenue cutters between Norfolk | others, besides a number of prisoners were taken, 
and Eastport, to fit and send out those vessels for|}among whom are Archibald McDonald (Sherif 
the same purpose. In addition to those, says the | Gore district) and col. Wells. Sheriff Jarvis’s house 
“Globe,” we understand that the large revenue | and others were fired and burnt. The governor and 


cutter Washinton, lately built at Baltimore, H. D. |his council are in the Market Square. James | 


Hunter, commander, has, in addition to her other ap- ‘Brown and 300 volunteers are in the fort. Mr. 


Propriate duties, been ordered tocruise on the coast | Speaker MacNab, with 80 volunteers, reached the | 


between Long Island and the capes of “Tirginia,| city yesterday. Col. W. Chisholm is expected to- 
during the entire winter, to render assistance to| day from Oakville with the volunteers he can get 
Vessels in distress. She will carry a large supply | in aid of the government, and from Whitby a few 
of provisions, and a number of extra hands, to be | yeomanry cavairy are looked for. 
Put on board of vessels requiring aid, " The reformers have at their council Dr. John 
I 2 following is a copy of the instructions to the | Rolph, and others of high standing. Three flags 
fo'lectors of customs: of truce were sent yesterday, to the government, 
Treasury department, December 14, 1837. _ Sir: I| with the following terms: 
Ave to request that the revenue cutter under your | Ist. To dissolve the present parliament. 
*““perintendence may be provided with such sup-! 2d. Grant an elective legislative council. 


Ver. 1 -~—Sie. 1¢ 








From the Daily Buffalo Journal—eztra. 
7, P. M., Friday. 

We have been favored with a copy of a letter, of 
the date of December 7, from Toronto, which states 
that at the time of writing the letter, (about noon,) 
the government forces were engaged with the pa- 
triots, about two miles from the city of Toronto, 
from which place they had been driven. 

The express who brought the letter farther states, 
that he came out of the city with the troops, and 
that before he passed them, three rounds had been 
fired upon the rebels. 

Another letter from Toronto states that there 
were then in Toronto, in the opinion of the writer, 
at least twenty royalists to one patriot. 

From all information that we have gleaned, we 
consider this movement of the reformers, not only 
ill-timed, but also extremely ill-managed. Had 


they pushed ahead, immediately after taken posses- 


sions of Toronto, there would have been little oppo- 
sition, of moment, to them in the upper province. 
Some of the royal militia would not obey the govern- 
ment orders to turn out, and few volunteered, such 
was the general panic. When it was found, how- 
ever, that the patriots were, from some cause, re- 
maining inactive, their fears were dispelled, and 
numerous reinforcements were obtained. 

Mr. McKenzie, we now learn, commands the re- 
formers in person. 

We have also before us a proclamation by sir F. 
B. Head, which is full of royal expressions and 
praise of the bravery, &c., of the royalists volun- 
teers. 

He also offers a reward of ‘£1,000 to any one 
who will apprehend, and deliver up to justice, Wil- 


‘| liam Lyon Mackenzie; and £500 to any who will 


apprehend, and deliver up to justice, David Gibson 
—or Samuel Lount—or Jesse Loyd—or Silas Fletch- 
er—and the same reward and a free pardon will be 
given to any of their accomplices, whes will render 
this public service, except he or they shall have 
committed in his own person, the crime of murder 
or arson.”’ 

«And all but the leaders above named,” conti- 
tinues the proclamation, ‘“‘who have been seduced 
to join this unnatural rebellion, are hereby called 
to their duty to their sovereign—to obey the laws 
—and to live henceforward as good and faithful 
subjects—and they will find the government of 
their queen as indulgent as it is just.” 

What the effect of this repulse will be, it is diffi- 
cult to conjectuze. Our opinion is, however, that 
it will retard.-but not entirely prevent, the revolu- 
tionary uxovements of the disafiected. 

From the Albany Argus. 

We understand that a communication has been 

addressed by the secretary of state of the United 


racter. | States, by direction of the president, to the gover- 


| 


nor of this state, requesting his attention to any 


Lewiston, N. Y. Dec.6. | movements, growing out of the present contest in 
Sir: The steamboat Traveller, capt. Whitney, ar-| the Canadas, that may violate the laws of the 


| United States, passed to preserve the relations of 
-amity with foreign powers and fulfil the obligations 
of the treaties with them, and requesting also his 
| prompt interference to arrest the parties concerned 

if any preparations are made of a hostile nature 
against any foreign power in amity with the United 
| States. Similar communications have been ad- 


‘| dressed to the executives of Vermont and Michi- 


gan, and to the district attorneys and marshals of 

‘those states and of this. 

The Burlington Sentinel extra of the 9th Decem- 

ber contains the proclamation of lord Gosford, au- 
thorising the execution, of martial law in the dis- 

trict of Montreal. The proclamation is dated on 

| the 5th instant. 

_ On the envelope of the slip is written:—“Papi- 

| neau’s wife died on Thursday.” 

In the skirmish near Missiskuoy Bay on the 6th 
‘inst. M. Buchet, the editor ef Ye Quebec Liberal, 
| a talented and spirited patri': -ader, was severely 
' wounded and taken prisore. in this skirmish the 
insurgents lost their two ficiu pieces, and several 
men killed or missing. 

From the Montreal Courier, Dec. 7. 

On Sunday, the cavalry attached to the brigade 
were despatched via St. Charles to St. Pie, toa 
house in which, according to information given, 
| Messrs. Papineau and T. S. Brown were to be found. 
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Arrived at the latter place, they found that their 
birds had flown, and St. Hyacinthe was stated to be 
their ng of refuge. On the next day, the whole 
brigade was to proceed thither in pursuit. 1t was 
supposed that considerable numbers of the rebels 
had taken that direction. 

The village of St. Charles was almost deserted; 
not more than about fifty male inhabitants being 
visible there on Sunday. 

The accounts relative to T. 8S. Brown are still 
unsatisfactory, though probabilities seem to incline, 
we think, strongly in favor of the report of his mis- 
conduct and disgrace. 

In the direction of Grand Brule things remain 
much as they were. Most of the party who came 
down to St. Eustache, as mentioned in our last, 
have since returned to St. Benoit. We are told 
that they have four different attempts at fortification 
in different directions from that village. On Mon- 
day last, two companies of the 32d, under captain 
Birtwhistle, and a detachment of the cavalry, under 
capt. esl with some volunteers, marched 
from town to Isle Jesus, with a view, we believe, 
of preventing the rebels from breaking down Lach- 
apell’s bridge, and thus cutting off the communica- 
tion by which troops can best be marched into their 
territory when ordered. In the meantime, the 
offers of reward for their leaders’ apprehension, may 

ossibly do something towards breaking up their 
orces. 
From the Montreal Herald, Dec. 7. 

Reports were current in town yesterday that 
about three hundred Americans have joined Papi- 
neau, and that more were hourly expected. Dr. Ro- 
bert Nelson, of this city, is said to be in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Covington, raising men. We have 
received a letter from Vaudreuil, dated the 22d ul- 
timo, with a postscript the first instant, owing to 
the writer’s inability to send it by post. It mentions 
that about a hundred men are riding about the coun- 
try, spreading terror and threatening vengeance, 
and brutally ill-using ail those who hesitate to join 
them in their rebellious enterprise. 

The British, who are all loyal, knowing what they 
have to expect from such characters, have united to 
a man for mutual defence, and have removed their 
families. ‘‘Conceive,” says the writer, “if you can, 
the scene of eighty families of Britons in this climate 
and this weather, taking refuge in the woods of 
Canada against their merciless enemies, and when 
the men united at night when they expected to be 
attacked, the wretches, whose cowardice prevented 
them from appearing in open day, assembled in 
small parties to plunder our houses; our little chil- 
dren asking us the reason for putting them out of 
our houses at night and in the cold rain, was truly 
a heartrending spectacle. 

The names and persons of the leading men, and 
most of the others, are well known to us, and also 
their preparations of Ce slugs, casting balls, and 
‘collecting fire-arms.’’ ‘The postscript dated the 
Ist inst. says, ‘‘ Yesterday morning, at seven o’clock, 
the Grand Brule rebels possessed themselves of the 
port of the lake of the Two Mountains, and took 
all the gun-powder, arms, and provisions they could 
find, breaking open the stores, iil-treating and threa- 
tening all they met with, whether they opposed 
them or not; their force consisted of about two hun- 
dred men, mounted and on foot, and the Indians 
were addressed by them in inflamatory language.” 


The queen’s light dragoons, under the command 


of captain Jones, leave town this forenoon, to rein- 
force the two companies of the 32d regiment, now 
at Lachapelle’s bridge. 

As every thing connected with this question is 
now of deep interest, we copy the following from 
a postscript in the N. Y. American. 

P.S. We have just conversed with a gentleman 
lately from Toronto, who doubts the accuracy of 
the foregoing intelligence from Canada via Lewis- 
ton; the statements being predicated on the authori- 
ty of a captain Whitney, of the steamboat Traveller, 
at Niagara. Capt. W. is the captain of a steamboat 
Great Britain, which boat had been laid up when 
our informant left Toronto. Capt. Sutherland is 
the captain of the Traveller, a boat usually trading 
between Toronto and Rochester, not Niagara, and 
which boat had also discontinued lake navigation 
many days since. 

A letter from New York, says:—I see that the 
American and the Commercial are disposed to doubt 
the news from Toronto. It does seem almost in- 
credible, but I believe it, because sir Francis Head 
has sent all his troops to the lower province, be- 
cause it is stated, as one among other particulars 
of the affair, that col. Moodie, of the 10th regiment, 
in the running fire, was shot dead, and because the 
greatest dissatisfaction, though apparently repres- 
sed, has all along existed in Toronto. We want 
confirmation of the announcement, however, that 
the Patriots have achieved so complete a victory. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
OF 'THE TREASURY ON THE FINANCES, 
Treasury depariment, December 5, 1837. 
In obedience to the “act supplementary to the 
act to establish the treasury department,” the un- 
dersigned respectfully submits the following report: 
1. Of the revenue and expenditures. 

The balance in the treasury on the Ist of January, 
1836, including some trust funds hereafter ex- 
plained, was $26,749,803 96 

The receipts during the year 1836, 
from all sources, except the post 
office and trust funds, were 

Viz: from 


48,873,964 36 


Customs $23,409,940 53 
Lands 24,877,179 86 
Miscellaneous 586,843 97 


These, and the balances before men- 

tioned, constituted an aggregate of 75,623,768 32 
The expenditures during the same 

year, exclusive of the post office 


and trust funds, were 29,655,244 6 


Viz: 
Civil list, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous 5,388,370 58 


Military service, including fortifica- 
tions, Indian affairs, pensions, 
arming the militia, Florida war, 
improvement of flarbors and ri- 
vers, roads, arsenals, and armo- 
ries 18,466,110 63 

Naval service, including gradual im- 
provement and exploring expedi- 
tion 5,800,763 25 

Hence there was left in the treasury 
on the ist of January, 1837, a ba- 
lance of 

The receipts during the first three 
quarters of the present year, with 
similar exceptions to those before 


45,968,523 86 


mentioned, are ascertained and 
estimated to be 15,144,916 00 
Viz: from 
Customs $8,908,878 
Lands 5,650,221 


Interest from deposite banks, and 
other miscellaneous and incidental 
receipts 585,817 

The receipts of the fourth quarter. 
including those from the issue of 
treasury notes to the amount of 
four millions three hundred thou- 
sand dollars, are estimated at 

Viz: from 


8,355,065 00 


Customs 1,750,100 
Lands 900,000 
Miscellaneous and inciden- 

tal receipts 40,000 
Issue of treasury notes 4,300,000 
First bond due from the 

United States bank, ex- 

cluding what belonged 

in trust to the navy pen- 

sion fund 1,364,965 


These combined make the total re- 
ceipts for the year as ascertained 
and estimated 

With the balance on the Ist of Janu- 
ary last, they constitute an aggre- 
gate of 

The expenditures for the first three 
quarters of the present year, with 
the like exceptions, are ascertain- 
ed to have been 


23,499,981 00 


69,468,504 86 


25,418,916 57 


Viz: 
Civil list, foreign intercourse and 
miscellaneous 4,024,823 10 


Military service, including Florida 
war, other Indian affairs, fortifi- 
cations, roads, harbors, pensions, 
&e. 16,310,208 35 
Naval service, including exploring 
expedition, gradual improvement, 
&e. 5,061,865 87 
Public debt 22,019 25 
See particulars in the document an- 
nexed. 
The expenditures for the fourth quar- 
ter, including those under the 
recent as well as former appropri- 
ations, are, on facts presented by 
the various department, estimated 
at 9,862,445 00 
Making an aggregate for the year of 35,281,361 57 
This computation would leave in the 
treasury, on the first of January, 
1838, a balance of 34,187,143 29 
Before adverting to other topics, it will be proper 
to explain what portion of this balance will nut im- 








mediately be either available or applicable to pub- 
lic purposes. 





The first three instalments of deposites with 4). 
several states, which have recently been pla tthe 
the credit of the treasurer for safe-keeping. “on to 
formity to the provisions of the act of 334 omg 
1836, are included in it. whe, 

As the subsequent law of October ~ 
prohibits the recall of those deposites iN oth 837, 
directed by congress, their large amount will tin 
then be unavailable for any purposes of the ge “ 
government. It is $28,101,644 97. aera 

All the funds in the treasury, which jin any fo 
mer years, from the foundation of the government 
have become unavailable, being chiefly such as arc 
still due from insolvent banks, are likewise embrac. 
ed in the balance above mentioned. Their amount 
is not far from $1,100,000. 

Another portion consists of what is yet unpaid by 
the banking institutions, which, during the |a% 
spring and summer suspended specie pay inents, ay, 
thereby, under the imperative provisions of the dv. 
posite act, were discontinued as public depositories 


The amounts in their possession that have been o; 


adie will, under the act of 16th of Octobe 
ast, be postponed, and will remain unavailable. 
one-third till July next, one-third till January. 
1839, and the residue till July, 1839, are estimated 
at $3,500,000. 

Another sum, not inomediately applieable to ge- 
neral purposes is that part of the amounts trans. 
ferred to the mint, which being now iu active em. 
dag for the objects specified in the acts of 

une 23, 1836, and of January 18, 1837, cannot. 
without serious inconvenience and some delay, be 
otherwise used. ‘This sum is about $400,000. 

If the aggregate of all these, amounting to 
$33,101,644 97, be dedueted from the balance of 
$34,187,143 29 above mentioned, the residue of 
the public money that on the Ist of January next 
will probably be then both available and applicable 
to general purposes will be $1,085,498 32. 

Perhaps, in strictness, the sum of about $370,797, 
whieh was in the treasury on account of several 
small trust funds, and was included in the balance 
on the Ist of January, 1836, ought also to be de- 
ducted from what is now considered applicable to 
public purposes. 

Most of it has been, or probably will be, required 
for the special objects to which it belongs. 

Previous to the consideration of other matters 
connected with the finances, the undersigned would 
add, that the appropriations which will remain 
unsatisfied at the end of the year, are estimated at 
$14,503,483. These, with the exception hereafter 
mentioned, will be chargeable on that balance, aud 
on the revenue subsequently received, 


To prevent misapprehension on this point, it 
may be proper to observe, that this is the amount 
of those appropriations considered as unsatisfied, 
after deducting all the money which has been ac- 
tually paid to the public claimants, and all the ad- 
vances which, having been made to the various dis- 
bursing officers, are still in their hands for the pur- 
pose of being paid over to such claimants. It 1s 
supposed tiat $10,351,091 of the outstanding ap- 

ropriations will be required to accomplish the ob- 
jects-contemplated by them. 


Of the residue, about $361,839 will go to the 
surplus fund, or in other words, will not be used at 
all; and it is proposed to apply $3,782,551 in aid 0! 
the service of the ensuing year without reapprop!- 
ation, as explained in the estimates. 

It is proper also to explain, that by the act of 
May 20, 1836, an amount sufficient to pay the 
principal of *the debt due in Holland, on account 
of the cities of the District of Columbia, equa! to 
$1,500,000, was appropriated, and is still outstand- 
ing. But this stim has not been included in the 
foregoing statement of outstanding appropriations, 
as the reimbursement of the loan cannot commence, 
under the stipulations upon which it was contract- 
ed, until 1841; and the amount required may be 
partly reimbursed by the sale of the canal stocks 
pledged for that purpose. 

2. Of the public debt. 

The payments on account of the funded and sel 
funded debt since the first December, 1836, have 
been as follows: ded 
Ist. On account of the principal of the funded 


debt $14,197 
aes 

This leaves unclaimed and undis- or 9] 
97,737 9 


charged $3 
Viz: principal $76,169 74 
Interest, with dividends $251,568 17 
The latter consisting of the amount 

due Ist Dec. 1836, $250,416 00 
Add excess of repayments 

since 1,152 17 
2d. On the unfunded debt there has — 

been paid, includirg $199 51 for 
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———— 
interest on treasury notes of 1815, 
the sum of 
This leaves the amount of certificates 
and notes payable on presentation 
Viz: certificates issued for claims 
during the revolutionary war, and 
registered prior to 1798 $27,293 31 
Treasury notes issued during the late 
5,320 00 


$706 66 
$36,933 40 


war, 

Certificates of Mississippi 

stock 4,320 09 
3. Estimates of the revenue and expenditures for the 

year 1838. 

The reccipts into the treasury from the ordinary 
sources during 1838, may, under the explanations 
and conditions hereafter mentioned, be estimated 
at $31,959,787 
Viz: customs, including about four 

millions, which is expected to 

be collected on postponed du- 

ties 17,500,000 
Lands, including one and a half mil- 

lion for estimated sales under 

another pre-emption law, if one 

passes, and of new tracts brought 

into market 5,000,000 
Second bond of United States bank 

with interest due in September, 

1838 2,293,121 
First instalment of the principal due 

from the former deposite banks in 

July, 1838, estimated at 1,666,666 
Interest on the same, with incidental 

and miscellaneous receipts 300,000 
New issues of treasury notes in 

1838 5,700,000 
These, and the estimated balance of 

$1,085,498, which will be in the 

treasury on the first of January, 

1838, available and applicable to 

public purposes, constitute an ag- 

gregate of 33,045,285 
The expenditures for the vear 1838, including the 

redemption of the treasury notes, which may be 

paid in for public dues, or become reimbursable 
within that year, are estimated at $31,926,892 
Thus the new appropriations called 


for are 20,523,249 
Viz: civil, foreign intercourse, and 
miscellaneous 3,172,885 
Military service, etc. 11,664,612 
Naval service, etc. 5,685,752 


The permanent appropriations for the 
service of 1838, made by former 
acts are 2,262,000 
_For the details of new and permanent appropria- 
tions, reference may be had to the estimates. 
Appropriations expected to be made by congress 
beyond the estimates 
submitted 1,000,000 
These new and permanent appropria- 
tions amount to 23,785,249 
The outstanding appro- 
priations at the end of 
this year, after de- 
ducting what will go 
to the surplus fund, 


are computed at 14,141,643 





All the appropriations, then, which 
are chargeable to 1839, constitute 
an aggregate of 37,926,892 

Of these, it is supposed that not over 
eleven millions will remain out- 
Standing at the end of the year, 
and consequently that the expendi- 
tures on account of the whole will, 
In 1838, be about 

Add to this for redemption of trea- 
sury notes by purchase, and by re- 
ceipt of them for public dues— 


26,926,892 


they not being reissuable 5,000,000 
faking an aggregate of the whole 
equal to 31,926,892 


The balance that will thus be left available, and 
applicable to public purposes on the 31st of Decem- 
ber, 1838, is estimated at $1,118,393. 

In the fluctuating condition of our receipts and 
€xpenditures, it may appear, before the close of the 
present session, that results are likely to happen 
ie different from some of these calcula- 

S. 

But it must at present be very questionable 
Whether the receipts in 1838 will exceed the ex- 
penditures, so as to produce any surplus, which can 

e deposited with the states for safe keeping on the 
os January, 1339, as required by the existing 
_ a: - @e the contrary, any considerable departure 
rom the estimates, either by increasing the appro- 
Priations, or reducing the receipts, or by paying in 

"public dues a larger amount of treasury notes, 


will necessarily create a deficiency. Little cer- 
tainty, therefore, can be attained in any calcula- 
tions on these points, till further facts are developed 
concerning the revival of commerce, the proba- 
bility of a speedy improvement in the currency, and 
the success in effecting, as fast as is compatible 
with the public interests, that reduction in the ap- 
propriations which, in the present, as well as pros- 
pective state of the treasury, is, it may be pre- 
sumed, anxiously desired by ail. 
4. Exports and imports in 1837. 

The value of the exports and imports during the 
year which ended on the 30th of September last, 
may be seen, accompanied by some interesting de- 
tails, in the annexed table. ‘The exports are ascer- 
tained and estimated to have been $116,906,060. 

Of these, about $95,183,199 were of domestic, 
and $21,722,861 of foreign origin. 

They show, since the previous year, a diminution 
in the former of $11,733,481, and in the latter of 
only $23,499. 

The decrease in the value of domestic exports 
has been occasioned chiefly by the great fall in the 
price of cotton during the last spring. They would 
otherwise have been very large. The exports of 
foreign merchandise have been prevented from 
falling much below their former amount by the 
commercial embarrassments of the times. These, 
particularly in the last quarter, led to an export of 
foreign articles, unusual in proportion to the im- 
ports, for the double purpose of obtaining the draw- 
back on many of them in specie, and of discharg- 
ing the large debt due abroad. 

The value of the imports for the same year was 
#140,852,980. 

This is $49,127,055 less than the value of those 
during the previous year. 

The imports during the last quarter ending Sep- 
tember 30th, were only $22,829,611, or at the rate 
of but $91,318,444 a year. 

Perhaps a stronger illustration could not exist of 
the extravagant over trading during 1836, than the 
fact, now officially ascertained, that the imports, 
which, in a natural condition of business, should be 
less than those of 1837, were nearly fifty millions 
larger, and were about one hundred millions be- 
yond the rate of imports during the last quarter. 

The exports during that quarter were $19,159,034, 
being $13,105,510 of domestic originand $6,052,524 


| of foreign growth. By this result, it will be grati- 


fying to see that the imports, though diminished, 
were not all needed for home consumption, and 


foreign debt. Yet the whole exports were smaller 
than many anticipated. They have also very un- 
pectedly been $3,533,313 less in amount than the 
imports during the same quarter. But if freights, 
commissions and profits, as well as remittances in 
stocks of various kinds, are taken into computation, 
the probabilities are, that the foreign debt, so far 
from having been increased within that period, has 
been lessened some miltions, but not to so great an 
extent as most persons have supposed. In the last 
report on the finances, some suggestions were made, 
which further experience has served to verify, re- 
specting the influence which the sudden fall in the 
price of cotton had exerted during the year in pro- 
ducing commercial embarrassments, as well asa 
diminution in the value of our exports. 

It may be useful to advert a moment to the un- 
usual effect upon both of those subjects, caused by 
the fluctuations in another article. 

In seasons of common crops, and in times when, 
under the guidance of ordinary prudence, industry 
was directed more to the cultivation of the soil, the 
United States were accustomed, under the blessing 
of Providence, to receive, rather than pay, large 
sums for the great necessary of life. For a series 
of many years, the value of the grain and flour im- 
ported did not exceed a few thousand dollars, while 
that exported was, on an average, quite $6,000,000. 
Sometimes it exceeded even $14,000,000, and so late 
as 1833, ’34 and ’35, amounted to nearly $5,000,000 
annually. But in the year ending September 30th, 
1837, the exports of them fell off nearly a million, 
while the imports were augmented in value to the 
unprecedented amount of more than four and half 
millions. 

This revulsion so great and so sudden, from 
bringing home a small amount to importing so 
many millions’ worth of products, mostly for a 
single purpose, and that one so important in do- 
mestic economy as bread stuffs, was of itself suffi- 
cient to create a severe shock. From whatever 
cause the necessity of it may have happened, the 
result conveys warnings, which it is believed have 
recently exerted a salutary influence in aiding to 
restore a judicious system of agriculture, and to 
promote an increased attention to habits of produc- 





A moment’s reflection on the detailed effects of 
the high prices, which attended the revulsion, will 
show, that they and the burdensome change of five 
or six millions in our exports and imports, must, 
when united, have affected the pecuniary difficul- 
ties of the country, and, indirectly, its trade and 
currency, much more sensibly than most people 
have imagined. Besides the grain which is distill- 
ed, or emploved in the arts, or consumed by domes- 
tic animals, it is believed that, on an average, one 
pound of flour or meal per day to each person is 
used for bread stuffs alone. 

The whole quantity for a population of 
$15,000,000, would at that rate be nearly 
5,500,000,000 pounds a year. At the price of 
three cents per pound for wheat flour, and only 
one and a half cents per pound for meal from the 
cheaper varieties of grain, which is not far from 
the average of 1834 and 1835, the costs for bread 
alone, (if only one-half the population used wheat 
flour, and the rest materials less costly,) would be 
about $124,000,000. 

But the average price to consumers during the 
past year was increased in most places quite eighty 
per cent. Whether this great rise should be attri- 
buted to short crops, to an undue portion of labor 
bestowed upon the production of other articles, to 
depreciation in the value of the circulating medium, 
in consequence of excessive issues of paper, or to 
all these causes combined, it seems to be clear, that 
the increase in the cost of bread alone exceeded 
$100,000,000. 

If only half of the whole population not raising 
their own grain, were obliged to purchase it at such 
an enhanced price, the new tax imposed on that 
class alone, on account of their bread, exceeded 
$50,000,000. 

This addition to their burdens was nearly seven 
dollars per head; and when for this no remunera- 
tion was made to many persons, as there was only 
to some, by higher prices obtained for their labors 
and merchandise exchanged, the increase alone was 
four times as much as the average tax imposed by 
means of all the great duties on foreign merchan- 
dise. On the present occasion, the undersigned 
would forbear from entering further into the consid- 
eration of various other matters connected with this 
interesting subject. But when the influence of it 





| 
| 





tive industry. 


upon different portions of the country is traced into 
some of its numerous bearings and carefully weigh- 
ed, new topics of inquiry are presented, which will 
be found to have an intimate connection not only 


that a greater proportion of them than in the for-| with the value of some ofour staple exports, but in 
mer quarters has been sent abroad to reduce the/| other respects with the vital prosperity of large 


portions of the union. 

5. Further explanations as to the revenue and expen- 
ditures for 1837, and the effect upon them by laws 
passed at the late special session. 

It may be interesting to congress to have a few 
more details concerning the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the current year. 

The receipts within it have been diminished by 
recent leigslation over four millions. Had the 
duties not been postponed, the revenue from all 
sources, after deducting the expenses of collection 
and other charges, usually imposed on it, would 
not, in the aggregate, have differed materially from 
the estimates formed by the department in Decem- 
ber last. 

The receipts, during the current half of the year, 
have also thus far corresponded with the views 
presented by it at the late session, except that the 
postponement of duties, subsequently authorized 
by congress, has not been so uniformly accepted 
as was anticipated, and a portion of the current ex- 
penses of collection, including debentures and boun- 
ties, has under a new law, been paid from the trea- 
sury, instead of being deducted as formerly from 
the accruing revenue, before it goes into the trea- 
sury. 

It should also be explained, that the estimates of 
receipts for any particular quarter or year, though 
made accurately, will often vary from the subse- 
quent official statements; because the money is not 
carried by warrant upon the books of the register, 
till after it is placed in some public depository, or 
actnally paid out by the collecting officer on special 
drafts. 

In ordinary times the results would not be much 
changed by this circumstance. But during fluctu- 
ations, such as have characterized the last two or 
three years, the difference caused by it may occa- 
sionally extend to some millions. Thus large sums 
will be technically carried into the treasury in the 
last quarter of 1887, and stand on the books credit- 
ed to that quarter, when, in fact, the money was 
collected, and subject to the orders of the treasurer, 
in the first half of the year. 

The expenditures have not yet essentially varied 
froin the amount anticipated in September. In or- 
der to defray them it was then supposed to be ne- 
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cessary, under the existing laws and liabilities, to 
postpone the fourth instalment of deposites with the 
states, or adopt some other auxiliary measure. Ex- 
perience since has confirmed the opinion that, un- 
der those laws, it could not have been placed in the 
custody of the states, except in funds and in a 
manner very inconvenient, as well as with conse- 
quences requiring an immediate recall of other de- 
posites with the states, which would have been ex- 
ceedingly embarrassing to the finances of both them 
and the general government. 

The postponement of that instalment, therefore, 
afforded great relief to all concerned, and left the 
resources of the treasury entirely at liberty to be 
applied in the necessary discharge of the appropri- 
ations made by congress. 

Those resources would have been sufficient for 
that purpose, had no further legislation taken place. 
But the delay which was afterwards granted be- 
yond the year tor the payment of almost all the 
duties, and the still longer delay which was proffer- 
ed to the former deposite banks, and accepted by 
several of them, for the adjustment of what they 
owed to the United States, gave rise to the necessity 
for a temporary issue of treasury notes. The 
department, with the aid of them and its remaining 
resources, has, notwithstanding those indulgences 
to the public debtors, been enabled to meet the 
great demands upon it with punctuality, and ina 
manner which, considering the severe embarrass- 
ments of the times, is believed to have generally 
proved satisfactory. 

It now appears probable that, during the next 
year, means will be possessed, without any perma- 
nent loans, recall of former deposites, or increase of 
taxes, sufficient to redeetn seasonably the treasury 
notes that becomg payable, as well as to meet ail 
the ordinary appropriations. 

Some difficulties have arisen in the construction 
of the laws granting further delay to the merchants 
and the former deposite banks; but they have thus 
far been enforced under a liberal view of their ob- 
ject, and in this manner are supposed to have 
afforded sensible relief, not only to those immedi- 
ey interested, but, through them, to the people at 
arge. . 

In respect to the act for settling with the banks, 
some of them since September have paid over all 
the public money which then stood to the credit of 
the treasurer. Others are supposed to have exe- 
cuted bonds according to one of its provisions, and 
several are preparing to do so with a view to re- 
ceive further indulgence. The remainder are 
expected to discharge, without suit or bond, the 
amounts they respectively owe, as may, froin time 
to time, be needed to meet the public exigencies. 

The payments which will probably be longest 
postponed, will chiefly be froin some institutions 
situated in the west and south west. The accu- 
mulation happening to be there, not by transfer 
from other quarters, but by receipts on the spot 
from the sales of public land, it was unavoidable 


under the existing laws. Nor could it, during the | 


excessive over-actions of the times in banking and 
speculations of all kinds, have been lessened any 
further than was attempted by issuing the specie 
circular—and by refraining to offer any new tracts 
at public sale, unless laws had been passed, as was 
recominended, to restrict the sales to actual settlers, 
or, as since proposed, to authorize the receipt of 
payments elsewhere. 

But a suitable portion of the money, after being 
received inthe west and south west, was in due 
season put under transfer to the Atlantic states. 
In May last, the stoppage of specie payments, and 
the consequent discontinuance of most of the pub- 
lic depositories, prevented many of the drafts for 
remittanve which were then outstanding, from 
being executed. [a order, therefore, to discharge 
satisfactorily the current payments of appropria- 
tious, and the July transfers to the states on the 
Atlantic, it became indispensable to draw larger 
amounts from the banks situated in the latter quar- 
ter of the country. While this afforded a longer 
indulgence to the west and south west in the use of 
the surplus which had accumulated there, it is gra- 
tifying to reflect, that all just cause of jealousy has 
been removed, and any sectional benefits from de- 
day in paying over the public money equalized ina 
great degree, as the eastern, northern, and middle 
states were at the same time allowed to enjoy a like 
indulgence, through their merchants rather than 
banks, in the use of the money due to the govern- 
ment for duties instead of lands. 

In the execution of the other prominent measure 
adopted at the dast session, which permitted an 
issue of treasury notes, the department has not yet 
been required by the public exigencies to make a 
Jarge one. 

Nor is ay oceasion to keep out a great amount 
of these notes anticipated. Entertaining such opi- 


nions concerning the currency as have been for- 
merly expressed by the undersigned, any event 
would be greatly deprecated which should lead to 
a permanent emission of such notes, or any kind of 
government paper, except for temporary purposes, 
and in small amounts, unless it be rended adtively 
on specie, and redeemable under circumstances 
similar to those explained at the last session. 

The range of the financial operations of the pre- 
sent year has been very extensive. If the receipts 
from postages, from the sales of the Chickasaw 
lands, from toreign indemnities, and all other trusts, 
were included in the condensed statement of the 
finances, the entire amount carried into the trea- 
sury during the year, with the balance on the Ist 
of January last, would exceed $79,000,000. But 
without entering here into explanations in detail 
under those heads, it will appear, in the appro- 
priate reports, that so far as connected with this 
department, an attempt has been made to conduct 
the whole in as close conformity as possible to the 
acts of congress. Notwithstanding the unusual 
magnitude and difficulties of the duties devolved 
upon the treasury department during the year, 
it has scrupulously endeavored not to assume any 
doubtful powers. Nor,as a mere executive branch 
of the government, has it felt justified, under cir- 
cumstances or reasons however plausible, to per- 
mit the public funds to be employed otherwise than 


clearly warranted by the limitations of the laws, 

and those principles strictly applicable to mere 

financial operations. 

6. Explanatory remarks on the estimates of receipts 
and expenditures for 1838. 

The receipts from duties during the next year 
have been estimated quite tour millions higher, in 
consequence of the recent act of congress, bringing 
within it the payment of a still larger amount, 
which originally fell due in the present year. 





Independent of that circumstance, it is not con- 
sidered probable, that they would much exceed 
| $13,500,000. The reasons for this opinion, are, 
‘that a further reduction of two-tenths of the pre- 
‘sent duties which remain at arate of more than 
twenty per cent. takes effect after the 31st instant, 
‘and that the depression of trade during the last 
| half of the year has been severe, and is likely to 
‘continue so for some time. The actual imports 
during the quarter ending in September having 
been only at the rate of about ninety millions an- 
;nually; and the average imports from 1824 to 
| 1830, before the commencement of the late exces- 
ses, having been about eighty-two millions, it is 
‘deemed safe to compute that they will not in 1838 
‘exceed forty per cent. on that average, or about 
‘one hundred and fifteen millions. On the suppo- 
sition that one-half of them will be free, and the 
| nett duties received on the other half will not ex- 
/ceed twenty-five per cent. the amount paid into the 


peer? for them within the year, independent of 


the postponement above named, would not vary 
much from thirteen and a half millions. 

The receipts from the sales of public lands have 
likewise heen estimated one million and a half 
‘more than they wonld have been, if considerable 
| sums were not expected to be derived from the in- 
| creased sales of tracts newly brought into market, 
‘and from the anticipated passage of another pre- 
‘emption law. It is supposed that this last measure, 

deemed so important by many of the pioneers on 
our frontiers, whose hardy pursuits, exposures, and 
| various privations, are often so useful to the conn- 
itry at large, wll meet with fewer objections, if it 
be more strictly guarded and limited than others of 
ithe kind have heretofore been. Those objections 
will perhaps be lessened still further, if it is con- 
sidered that the revenue to be at once derived from 
the measure, would conduce much to the efficiency 
of our fiscal operations, and that from the experi- 
ence of many years, the nett receipts from the 
sales of public Jands are not likely ever to surpass, 
in any great degree, the minimum price per acre, 
which is paid by those having pre-emptions. 

| Without the passage of some such law, or the 
offer of large quantities of new lands, the under- 
signed is unable to perceive any sound reason for 
| estimating the sales very differently trom what has 
‘been done by him for some years past. Public 
sales cannot be needed for cultivation much beyond 
three millions of acres a year, while so many pri- 
vate lands are in the market as have been bought 
for re-sale within the lastthree years. If a demand 
should exist for more than that quantity, except the 
gradual increase with the increase of our popnla- 








cidental, or transient, or of new legislation. 

It may be useful to add a few general illustra- 
tions of the reasons for some of the small esti- 
mates now submitted, and of the intrinsic difficul- 
ties in attaining much certainty concerning them 








on objects and ina manner that appeared to be. 


tion, it would probably be the result of causes ac-. 


Ui 





——————— 
during crises of over-action and revulsion like the 
past and the present. Whether they occur fr “ 
ovei-trading, over-banking, or other excesses = 
the depressions consequent from them, the financial 
history of this country shows strikingly how a 
our system of business is exposed to them, and the 


astonishing fluctuations they produce. 


During the two years before the revulsions ; 
commerce in 1819, and including that year the 
sales of public lands exceeded the unusual amount 
of nearly thirty millions of dollars, while in the 
three following years they fell to only about four 
millions, or less than one-seventh. The System 
being changed from credit to cash, may have co. 
operated in producing this result; though, at the 
same time, the minimum price per acre was reduced 
in order, in some degree, to counteract the effect of 
that change. In the second and third quarters of 
1836, also, the receipts from the sales of land jn. 
creased to nearly fourteen millions of dollars, while 
in the corresponding quarters of 1837, they dimin- 
ished to only two and one-fourth millions. 


In truth, the number of acres sold since the first 
of January, 1835, has reached the extraordinary 
quantity of thirty-seven and a half millions, and 
thus have the sales so widely departed from all pre- 
cedents, and every ordinary principle of calenla- 
tion, as to equal in less than three years, however 
incredible the fact may appear, the whole made 
during the forty-five years which had before elaps- 
ed from the adoption of the constitution. 

Similar fluctuations have happened in the amount 
of our imports, and consequently in the amount of 
duties. 


Thus, in 1808, the imports, affected by restrictive 
legislation, and other causes, fell off at the unpre- 
cedented rate of over eighty millions of dollars; 
while in 1815, influenced by the transition from 
war to peace, an increase of imports equal to one 
bundred millions, and an increase of duties from 
customs alone equal to nearly thirty millions, oc- 
curred ina single vear. It may be remembered, 
also, that from 1818 to 1822, the vibrations from 
mere commercial causes were almost as sudden as 
those incident to war or any great changes in le- 
gislation. 

Thus the imports diminished from over one bun- 
dred and twenty-one millions in 1818, to only about 
eighty-seven millions in 1819, and to only about 
one-half, or sixty-two and a half millions, in 1521. 
They fell nearly sixty millions in value in only 
three years, and, in the last two of them, the re- 
venue from duties dimished also more than one- 
third. It deserves special notice that these were 
years embracing a period of peace, of free com- 
merce, and the full operation of the United States 
bank. The price of cotton also fell, during the 
same period, over one-half, and the price of flour 
from ten to only four and five dollars a barrel — 
The extent of these vacillations bas been so unex- 
pected at some periods, that, in 1816, the receipts 
from customs exceeded the estimates by nearly fil- 
teen millions of dollars, though the latter were 
made by Mr. Dallas several months after the rela- 
tions of peace had been restored, and its influence 
experienced. 

The imports during the last quarter of the com- 
mercial year just ended have furnished another sig- 
nal illustration on this branch of the subject. As 
before mentioned, they so fluctuated that, if con- 
tinned for twelve months at their reduced rate, the 
falling off would nearly equal the extraordinary 
amount of one hundred millions of dollars. 

Some further explanations concerning the estl- 
mates for the expenditures may be useful. 

The addition of between two and three millions 
which has been made on account of the large 
amount of appropriations, exceeding fourteen mil- 
lions, left outstanding and chargeable to the next 
year, will be found reasonable, when it is remem- 
bered that the average amount annually left hes not, 
in general, exceeded six millions. The propriety 
of adding, also, the contingent sum of at least ene 
million to cover appropriations made by congress 
beyond the estimates, has been so fully tested by 
the experience of several years past, that the cor 
rectness of the measure may be considered no len- 
ger doubtful. But the usual excess of appropr@- 
tions thus made by congress is not imputed by the 
undersigned to any special inattention or extravé 
gance. This item has of late years been introdu- 
ced into the estimates, because it was found that 
new treaties, hostilities, or other events, often Te 
quire the departments, before the session 3s closed, 
to ofier estimates for further appropriations. * ot 
times commendable measures, of a public as wr 
as private character, originate in congress, aaah 
consequently, are not included in the estimates © 
the departments, but which justify additional app! 
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an indefinite amount which involve in the end an 
expenditure far beyond what was, or could by any 
ordinary foresight, be anticipated during the pas- 
sage of them. ; : 

The estimate as to the receipt of treasury notes 
nas been placed at five millions of dollars, or only 
a little beyond the amount which falls due and is 
obliged to be redeemed within the year. 

But as all of those issued, whether due or not, 
have been made by law receivable at any time for 

ublic debts, and the right to reissue them even 
during the year is prohibited, it must be manifest, 
that the receipts or redemption of them will be like- 
ly much to exceed that amount, and to produce to 
that extent a deficiency, if the banks do not resume 
specie payments, so as to aid in supplying a sound 
currency to pay into the treasury, instead of them; 
or unless the prohibition to reissue them during the 

ear be removed. 

The whole expenditures during 1838, for new 
appropriations, have been estimated lower than 
those of last year, on account of the reduced wants 
of the government, and a wish to economise wher- 
ever the public interests will permit. 

It is believed, that if wars, or other expensive 
contingencies, do not intervene, the expenditures 
can gradually be diminished till their average in 
ordinary times shall not exceed seventeen or eigh- 
teen millions of dollars annually. 

The expectations of such a reduction, which 
were formerly cherished and explained by the un- 
dersigned, were likely to be realized, when an ex- 
traordinary increase in the revenue induced con- 
gress to adopt the system of completing sooner 
many public works of great usefulness, and of ef- 
fecting an earlier extinguishment of Indian titles, 
with a speedier removal of the aboriginals beyond 
the Mississippi. 

The charges on the treasury, during each of the 
last two years, for these objects, as well as for 
grants to the District of Columbia, and for expen- 
ses of the Florida war, have nearly equalled the 
whole excess of expenditures in each year above 
that average. As the surplus has ceased to exist 
which was one chief inducement to any increases 
of expenditure except on account of the Fiorida 
war, and was, at the same time, one ground for 
their justification, it seems probable that all the 
suitable reductions can soon be accomplished. A 
rigid regard to economy, and sound principles of 
public policy, if persisted in, will easily save the 
country from the burthen of a national debt; and 
without any wastefulness in expenditure, will ena- 
ble it to snstain every valuable institution in a vi- 
gorous condition. 

Should soine questions unfortunately occur which 
involve national honor, or are intimately connected 
with public liberty, any sacrifice of money within 
the constitutional powers of the government, that 


may be necessary to the security of those great ob- | 
jeets, can then be made from our ample financial | 
resources, without producing any general distress, | 
or departing from those habits of frugality in public, | 
as well as private, life, which are so indispensable | 


to sustain republican institutions. 
7. On the brates, and other matters connected with 


the collection, keeping, and disbursement of the | 


public money. 

The views of this department upon several topics 
connected with the collection, keeping and disburse- 
mentofthe public money have been so recently pre- 
sented, that only a few additional remarks concern- 
ing them will be offered. The condition of the 
banks was one of the most prominent of those topics. 
To prevent any misapprehension, it may be proper 
to repeat the assurance, that no wish has ever been 
felt to interfere improperly with those institutions. 
While chartered and used solely for local purposes, 
the regulation and control of them are supposed to 
belowg exclusively to the States. But their organi- 
Z\t0n, as Well as responsibilities, and an early re- 
form ia both, b:came questions of great importance 
to the treasury, when connected with them, as here- 
tofore, in the capacity of either public depositories 
or ths sourcas of a portion of the currency received 
for public dues. Experience for several months 
past is full of instructive lessons on these points. 
Indeed every crisis in our pecuniary affairs has tend- 
ed graatly to strengthen the conviction that evils 
exist in binking in this country, which are inherent 
11 the system, as well as in the administration of it. 
A wid? departure has been made from the original 
Principles of having its issues of paper rest on a 
foundation consisting of specie alone, and that used 


In deyosite chiefly for commercial objects. While | 


regniated substantially in this manner, banking was 
not only an instrument of convenience to trade, and 
Sometimes to fiscal operations, but safe in practice, 
and not inconsistent with any sound theory as to 
Currency. But when the system is changed, so 
that the piper issued rests like mere bills of ex- 


change, almost exclusively on credit, and that credit 
not always guarded in the best practicuble methods, 
such a currency, however profitable or convenient 
to those interested, must become exposed to many 
of the vicissitudes of commerce, forfeit most of its 
original character as the actual representative of 
money, and lose its security in a considerable de- 
gree as a circulating medium for the use of either 
the community or the government. Under such 
circumstances, that calamity, to a greater or less 
extent, will often ensue, which happened during the 
last spring. 

As the failure to redeem their bills in specie, then 
extended to most of the banks that had been em- 
ploved in the capacity of public depositories, it be- 
caine proper to explain to congress, at its late ses- 
sion, the injurious influence of the measure on the 
financial operations of the government, anc the losses 
thus caused to its numerous creditors among the 
various classes of society, with those preventives, 
as well as guarantees against them hereafter, which 
seemed appropriate and feasible. Perhaps it is not 
now necessary to enter further into that subject in 
order to discharge the painful duties which such a 
state of things imposed upon the head of this de- 
partment. In consequence of what occurred, con- 
gress passed an act to facilitate a settlement with 
the deposite banks, which, as before observed, Is 
in the course of execution, and which is the only 
new measure of legislation adopted by both houses 
that indicates the future relations intended to be 
preserved with these institutions. But as the con- 
dition of most of the banks throughout the United 
States, since the suspension of specie payments, 
might have an important bearing on this and other 
subjects connected with fiscal concerns, an exten- 
sive correspondence has been opened in relation to 
it. 

The result, so far as their affairs can be ascer- 
tained, with much accuracy, will now be presented. 
Their condition, as a whole, does not appear to have 
altered very materially during the year, in respect 
to the relative proportion of all their immediate 
tneans and liabilities, but in several other respects 
the changes have been essential. One portion of 
the new returns which have been procured, is dat- 
ed near the Ist of January, 1837, a few months be- 
fore the suspension of specie payments, and another 
portion, classed separately, is dated a few months 
subsequent to the suspension. Within that time 
the whole discounts appear to have been reduced 
only about twenty millions of dollars, still being 
over five hundred millions. The nett or active cir- 
culation of bank paper is supposed to have been 
curtailed but sixteen or seventeen millions, leaving 
| over ninety-nine millions. The deposites have 
| been lessened thirty-six, but they are still in the 
| larze amount of ninety-three millions of dollars, and 
the specie on hand has decreased nore than eight 
millions of dollars. How much of these data de- 
pends on estimates, and how much on actual returns, 
can be seen inthe tables annexed. ‘Thesecond one, 
though less full, contains some strikingevidence on 
the comparative and very different ability to sustain 
specie payments in different quarters of the country, 
as well as on the different exertions which have been 
made to resume them. From its contents, the un- 
reasonableness mentioned in September last seems 





many, and the duties of the whole, to wait in these 
respects on the means or convenience of a few. 
These returns exhibit some improvement, in the 
affairs of the banks in the aggregate, as the sources 
of much of the currency. But they furnish at the 
same time new confirmation of the great excesses 
ip issues, which in some places, notwithstanding 
numerous cautions, had before been indulged in.— 
They show, too, that the whole reduction inthe ac- 
tive circulation, had not at their dates, equalled by 
nearly twenty millions the amount which,as long ago 
as last December, it was computed by this depart- 
ment would be required to restore the paper cur- 
rency generally to a safe basis, and make it, with 
the specie in actual use, bear a just proportion to 
the real wants of the community. But the contin- 
ued reduction in circulation and deposites which, 
since August, has probably been persisted in by 
several of the banks, must, if effected in the most 
judicious course, by a curtailment of their discounts, 
have served, by this time, to place those institutions 
in a more eligible condition to resume specie pay- 
iments. Where this reduction has been accompani- 
ed by any considerable increase rather than diminu- 
tion of specie, the ability to resume, and with pro- 
per restrictions and care hereafter to sustain, spe- 





still more apparent of expecting the exertions of | 


might press upon them in case of a resumption, are 
in most cases either discharged, or in a train of 
postponement, or inconsiderable in amount. 

The recent imports and exports of specie have 
an important bearing in forming a correct opinion 
on these questions. The imports appearing on the 
custom house books have, during the year ending 
September 30, 1837, been ascertained by the week- 
ly returns to be $10,954,332; while the exports 
during the same period have been only, $6,714,990. 
Other returns, when all received, may slightly dif- 
fer. Undoubtedly the whole actual imports and 
exports, whether on the books or not, have exceed- 
ed these amounts; and though the excess has proba- 
bly been greater on the part of the exports, yet 
these last cannot safely be computed to have gone 
beyond the imports. 

The invariable laws that govern trade and the 
currency have thus indicated a healthier condition 
of our system than would otherwise be inferred from 
the general and protracted suspension of specie 
payments by most of the banking institutions. 

The addition of about forty-five millions of specie, 
which, within four years past, has been made to the 
quantity that was belore in the United States, may 
have enabled persons to increase bank capital and 
bank issues in places where the restrictions on the 
latter were loose. But that natural tendency of it, 
as supposed by some, has been to derange the cur- 
rency, as well as the commerce, not only of these 
states, but of Europe, is an opinion that cannot 
have much foundation in any safe principle of po- 
litical economy, when it is considered that the cur- 
rency of Europe, in specie alone, is computed to 
exceed eleven hundred millions of dollars, and of 
the world, to be nearly two thousand millions, and 
its gold and silver, in various uses, to equal from 
five to seven thousand millions. Itis worthy of 
notice, also, that the addition of specie above men- 
tioned, though large compafed with the amount 
previously possessed, has hardly equalled the nett 
profits on the single article of cotton shipped from 
this country in the years 1835 and 1836. 

But whatever obstacles may still exist to a gene- 
ral resumption of specie payments, few can doubt 
that as early a one as can be sustained is urgently 
demanded by the strongest obligations of morals 
and law; by justice to the public creditors, consist- 
ing of numerous contractors, mechanics, laborers 
and pensioners, as well as officers; and by all the 
true interests of the people, whether in private af- 
fairs or in the concerns of their government. In 
both are their interests in this respect inseparably 
connected; and in both, do they severely suiier by 
depreciated paper—as the tax thus imposed finally 
reaches the community in either case, and usually 
in a ratio quite equal to the rate of discount on the 
paper below specie. The powers of the general 
government to hasten such a resumption are cir- 
cumscribed to the use of some constitutional author- 
ity of a restrictive or penal character, such as taxa- 
tion, or a bankrupt law when the suspension ap- 
pears in its origin or long continuance to be clearly 
unjustifiable; or, when otherwise, to the furnishing 
of some incidental aid in the exercise of other 
rights. The latter course is the only one, which, 
during the present suspension, it has yet appeared 
proper to adopt. In pursurnce of it, the mode of 
making most of the public payments since May 
last; the manner in which the July instalment was 
placed with the states; the delay granted for more 
than a year in paying the fourth one, giving there- 
by a temporary aid, as substantial to several of the 
banks as to the treasury, and the liberal indulgence 
offered to them.forthe balances stiJl due to the 
United States, were all measures of relief, and have 
contributed to strengthen their immediate means 
for the resumption of specie payments. Beyond 
such incidental aid to some of the banks, with 
which may have existed fiscal connections, not 
generally equaling one-twentieth of the whole 
number, it is doubtful whether the general govern- 
ment, however solicitous to see that object accom- 
plished, would be able, constitutionally, io provide 
any special assistance in effecting it. It must be 
manifest to all who examine the subject dispassion- 
ately, that either the possession by a few banks of 
the usual small amount of public deposites, liable 
at any time to be recalled, or the receipt of their 
bills for public dues when redeemed in specie on 
demand, and frequently presented for that purpose, 
must often be a check rather than an aid—and 
prove of doubtful advantage in promoting a resump- 
tion among the whole number. It must be equally 
manifest, that the chief reliance of banks to perform 
their legal obligations, must, like that of indivi- 





'cie payments must approach very near the point 
| requisite to insure public confidence. Because the 
rate of foreign exchange has been so far reduced, as 
to be near the real par in specie, and seldom to per- 





mit the export of it to advantage, and the liabilities 
of the banks to the government, which otherwise 


duals, always be placed on their own resources. 
The highest considerations require that these 
should be regulated by all suitable legislative re- 


straints, and employed with foresight, moderation, 
| and the strongest sense of justiee to the public, to 
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sustain on a par with specie the currency they 
issue, and which, except on the condition it should 
be thus sustained, the public would never have 
confided to them a power almost sovereign to cre- 
ate. 

It has been a source of some inconvenience, 
under the existing laws, that none of the banks 
have resumed specie payments since the late ses- 
sion, which are known to be willing and compe- 
tent, under all the provisions of the deposite act, to 
be selected as fiscal agents. Several, which are 
paying specie, have expressly declined taking the 
public money, under those provisions. The mode 
of keeping it is, therefore, imperfect without fur- 
ther legislation. Every exertion within the powers 
now existing has been made to increase the security 
of it; and the department has for several months 
been enabled, by unremitted attention, to conduct 
successfully the temporary arrangements which 
are in force for that purpose. But till congress 
shall sanction some new system, or revive the 
whole of the old one in force before 1836, or till 
specie payments are resumed, and the deposite act 
materially amended, these arrangements must be 
greatly enlarged by doubtful constructions, or re- 
main exposed to several of the inconveniences in- 
cident to all these plans, without some of the reme- 
dial powers and advantages of either. 

On the practicability of keeping the public mo- 
ney under new legislative provisions, without using 
banks at all as fiscal agents, the views of this de- 
partment have been so recently explained, as to 
render a repetition of them unnecessary. It was 
the endeavor of the undersigned to present with 
impartiality the advantages and disadvantages of 
both systems; to show the expediency, if not the 
necessity of the new one, in the existing unfortu- 
nate attitude of most of the banks; and to leave the 
result, where it is now left, to the superior wisdom 
of congress. 

A similar course was pursued in respect to the 
kind of money to be received for public dues, which 
he regarded, and still considers, a question entirely 
distinct, though often viewed by others as insepa- 
rable. 

While offering reasons why bank paper was oc- 
casionally more convenient than coin as a currency 
for the large and distant purposes of commerce, 


expedient, as a provident arrangement, whatever 
course may at any future time be pursued in regard 
to the recall of the present large deposites placed 
by the — government with the states. 

Third. ‘That the additional duties of general de- 
positories be imposed on all receivers and collec- 
tors of public money, and on the mint and its 
branches, as well as the treasurer at the seat of 
government, under such regulations, in respeet to 
disbursements and transfers, as have before been 
indicated. This change might judiciously include 
an authority to employ separate depositories, special 
or general, individual or corporate, under the cir- 
cumstances and responsibilities suggested at the 
late session, if the amount in possession of any col- 
lecting officer should generally exceed what is well 
secured by official bonds. 

Whether these provisions be, in the discretion of 
congress, left to constitute the whole system of 
keeping and disbursing the public money, or only a 
part of it, they form a change which would un- 
doubtedly be very salutary. 

Fourth. That permission be given to receive pay- 
ment in advance for the public lands, at such places 
as this departinent may appoint, for the convenience 
of both the treasury and the community. 

Fifth. The extension of the warehouse system, in 
connection with requiring all duties on imports to 
be paid when the goods are taken out for consump- 
tion, is another change which, though less urgent in 
some points of view, is very desirable in respect to 
the collection and security of the most important 
portion of the public revenne. In the consideration 
of these propositions, the present condition of the 
finances and of the country is a circumstance of 
the first and most decisive importance. We are 
without any national debt to absorb and regulate 
surpluses, or any adequate supply of banking in- 
stitutions which provide a sound currency for ge- 
neral purposes by paying specie on demand, or 
which are in a situation fully to command confi- 
dence, for keeping, disbursing, and transferring the 
public funds in a satisfactory manner. It will not, 
then, be a matter of surprise, that the undersigned, 
feeling daily and most sensibly the difficulties, as 
well as great responsibility, of conducting the con- 
cerns of the treasury without the adoption of these 
measures, should press them upon the earliest con- 


and why the exclusive use of coin, for all kinds of| sideration of congress, with an earnestness and per- 
2 P 


payments could not at present be introduced, and 
might never be desirable—it was insisted, that so 
far as it should be employed in public affairs, and 
with whatever limitations as to time or amount, 
care must be exercised to adhere to the spirit of the 
constitution and the first principles of political eco- 
nomy, by always requiring it, when and where 
taken, to be equivalent in value to specie. 

This opinion was not conceived in any hostility 
to the true principles of credit, or to banking insti- 
tutions duly regulated, or to a sound currency for 
the people. On the contrary, it is supposed to fa- 
vor them all, and to be indispensable to uphold the 
true standard of value for property and labor 
throughout the country, to sustain the just obliga- 
tion of contracts; and, in a pecuniary view, pre- 
serve the real worth of all private as well as public 
rights. 

"Ths ensuing session will, by its length, probably 
afford ample time to place our whole financial 
system ona proper basis. Nothing new will be 
required, except such measures as are rendered ne- 
cessary to its efficiency, by the changes which have 
arisen from the final discharge of the national debt, 
and by the more fluctuating character of the receipts 
and expenditures, as well as by the recent suspen- 
sion of specie payments on the part of most of the 
deposite banks. 

The undersigned, feeling a deep conviction that 
the fiscal affairs of the government cannot here- 


after, under any system, be managed with such, 


facility and vigor as the public service requires, 
without adopting several legal provisions heretofore 
recommended, hopes to be excused for briefly in- 
viting the attention of congress once more toa few 
of them. 

First. That a contingent authority be given to 
some appropriate officer, to invest safely any con- 
siderable surpluses which shall casually occur in the 
receipts beyond the expenditures, and to dispose of 
such investments when deficiencies may happen 
which require it. 

Second. That a limited power be granted to issue 
treasury notes for mere temporary purposes, in 
case of deficiencies, when no such surpluses exist, 
and to redeem them as excesses may happen. Be- 
side other obvious reasons in favor of such a pro- 
vision, it would enable the department to adminis- 
ter the finances with at least two or three millions 





—- that might otherwise not appear justifia- 
ble. 
8. Several miscellaneous matters. 

Occasion will be taken during the session to pre- 
sent separate reports concerning the mint, the land 
office, and some other subjects under the general 
superintendence of this department. 

A revision of the number and compensation of 
custom-house officers has for some years received 
the attention of congress. 

The public welfare, as well as equal justice to 
various incumbents, appears urgently to require 
further legislation upon this subject at the first 
practicable opportunity. 

The recent law, postponing the payment of duties, 
has for some time deprived several of those officers 
of a great part of their compensation, and new le- 
gislation is required, not only for temporary relief, 
but to remunerate the losses which must happen in 
many instances in case of death, resiguation or ex- 
piration of office. 

The reorganization of the treasury department, 
so as to empower one of the present comptrollers 
to act solely in the capacity of commissioner of the 
customs, devolving on him, aiso, all the other ap- 
propriate business of the marine hospitals, revenue 
cutters, and light house establishments, was ona 
former occasion recommended, and is still consider- 
ed by the undersigned a measure very deserving of 
attention. 

Considerable progress has been made in the in- 
teresting subjects of the survey of the coast, and 
the preparation of standard weights and measures 
for the several states, as well as for the Unit- 
ed States. It will be fully explained in special 
communications. 

Some further authority to sell or apportion the 
Spanish inscriptions, which belong to the claimants 
under the treaty of indemnity, is desirable, as the 
payments on them seem exposed to considerable 
delay. It is gratifying to be able to communicate 
the fact, that, under the French treaty, in addition 
to what has heretofore been paid to the claimants 
on the first four instalments, another sum for inter- 
est, amounting to one million and twenty-two thou- 
sand one hundred and eighty-five francs, has proba- 
bly been paid, which will be apportioned among 
them as soon as it can be remitted to this country. 

Several resolutions of one or the other house of 


less in the treasury at any one time than would, congress, calling on the department for special infor- 
otherwise be necessary. In fixing the system on a| mation to be submitted at the present session, have 
durable basis, the grant of hoth these powers seems! received careful attention. 





| The most important of them are such as relate 
to a system of telegraplis—to the proper sites . 
more light-houges on a past of the Atlantic coast__ 
the plans most suitable for several marine hospitals. 
—the defaults unadjusted of all eolleeting and de- 
posite agents since the foundation of the govern- 
ment, and copies of the returns of specie and bank 
paper from the land offices and public depositories 
since the adoption of the specie circular. These 
are all ready to be reported on at an early day. 


This department, by a resolution of the house of 
representatives, has also, for some years, been en- 
gaged in procuring, through the Franklin institute 
a series of experiments to be made on the strenct}, 
of the materials employed in steam-boilers, and the 
best methods of preventing explosions. Several 
able communications concerning these matters have 
been mede by the institute, and were heretofore 
submitted to congress. 


A final report on the Whole subject has been 
completed sinee the last annual session, and a 
printed copy of it for each member will be laid be- 
fore the house in a few.days. An anxious hope is 
felt that the great care evinced by the institute in 
an inquiry so momentous to the security of proper- 
ty and life, and guided by all the lights of science, 
will not have been so long devoted in vain, but 
will lead to useful legislation by the general go- 
vernment, as well as the state legislatures. The 
increased and increasing importance of the subject 
must be offered as an apology for the earnestness 
with which its early consideration is again pressed. 

The disasters of the past year have been so f{re- 
quent and appalling, that they seem to call with 
more urgency than usual for the passage of laws 
the most rigid, and, in some respects, penal. Their 
provisions might well be directed to ensure proper 
strength in the original materials for the boilers; to 
provide the best securities for the safe construction 
of both them and the vessels; and to exact, by ex- 
emplary punishments, vigilance and promptitude 
in the adoption of all approved safeguards against 
the calamities of explosions, cunflagrations, and 
wiecks. When we advert to the extensive sea 
coast, the large lakes, and numerous rivers within 
our jurisdiction, which are covered with machinery 
propelled by a power so vast, either for good or 
evil, it must be obvious that the consideration and 
due disposal of these questions at an early day are 
important, not only to the preservation of much 
property, but to public tranquillity and the cause of 
humanity. Respectfully submitted. 

LEVI WOODBURY, sec. of the treasury. 
Hon. R. M. Johnson, vice president of the Uniled 
States und president of the senate. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, 
On the relations between the United States and the 
Mexican republic. 

Department of state, Washington, Dec. 2, 1837. | 

In compliance with the instructions of the presi- 
dent, the secretary of state bas the honor to present 
a report on the reiations between the United States 
and the Mexican republic, since the last communi- 
cations from the executive to congress on that sub- 
ject. It was apparent, from the proceedings of 
congress, at the last annual session, on the special 
message of the president calling their attention to 
our claims against Mexico, and recommending a 
contingent authority to make reprisals, if another 
and last demand for redress should be made in vain, 
that both branches of the legislature coincided in 
the opinion expressed in that message, that the 
United States might justly resort to any mode of 
redress known to the Jaw of nations; but differed 
with the president so far as to think that this last 
demand ought to be made before congress should 
decide on the course to be pursued in case it should 
prove unsuccessi{ul. 

Soon after the adjournment of congress, a care- 
ful examination was made of the various existing 
causes of complaint against Mexico, as well those 
of an individual as of a public charaeter. The ar- 
chives of the legation of the United States at Mexi- 
co having been broguht to Washington by Mr. 
Ellis, the late charge d'affaires to that government, 
the department was enabled to exclude from the 
list of claims various cases; some of them of a 
doubtful character, and others which, after having 
been presented to the government for its aid in 
procuring a settlement, had been adjusted through 
the efforts of the persons interested in them. A 











complaint, chronologically arranged, was then care- 
fully prepared, and forwarded, with all the evi- 
dence within reach of the department, in support 
of each claim that had arisen since the treaty, to 
the government of Mexico, by a special messenger, 
who was the bearer of a solemn demand from this 
government for redress. This demand, witl: the 





fair and full statement of the remaining causes of 
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a 
; -companying evidence of its justice, was deliver- 
od to the Mexican government on the 20th of July 
zit. Lhe list presented to the Mexican govern- 
nent contained fifty-seven subjects of complaint; 
the last two embracing, in general terms, the loans 
forced in Mexico from citizens of the United 
States, and the flagrant outrages committed on the 
commerce and citizens of the United States in the 
Gulf of Mexico by the Mexican squadron, shortly 
after the adjournment of congress; detailed evi- 
dence of which had not then been sent to the de- 
artment. In contravention of the treaty between 
the two countries, an embargo was laid by Mexico 
upon all the vessels of the United States, after the 
seizure of the general Urrea by the United States 
ship of war Natchez in retaliation for the capture 
of the several merchant vessels of the United 
States, a delivery of which had been demanded by 
the captain of the Natchez, and refused by the au- 
thorities of Mexico. This embargo, laid by the 
local officers, was however disapproved by the go- 
yernment of Mexico, and was in a short time re- 
moved; while the citizens of the United States, of- 
ficers, crews, and passengers, taken in the mer- 
chant vessels carried in for an alleged violation of 
a blockade of Texas, were, after suffering various 
rivations, injurious, and insults, and being held as 
subject to criminal prosecution and punishment, 
released. An answer to the demand made by the 
United States was given to the special messenger 
on the 29th of July, who returned with it forth- 
with to Washington, which contained assurances 
that the government of Mexico earnestly desired 
to give a prompt and explicit answer to each of 
the claims to which the demand related; that al- 
though there were several claims which admitted 
of immediate reply, there was not time, before | 
the necessary return ef the messenger of the Unit- 
ed States, to make a mature and impartial exami- 
nation, which others required; that the preside:t of 
Mexico desired that the reply to each should be 
given, in order that a complete judgment might be 
formed of the whole; that, not to delay a moment 
the final and equitable adjustment of the difficul- 
ties between the two governments, the president 
had ordered the voluminous series of documents 
presented in support of the claims to be translated 
and minutely examined in the department of foreign 
atfairs; that evidence should be sought for from other 
sources; that nothing should be left undone which 
might lead te a speedy and equitable adjustment of | 
the points so seriously occupying the attention of | 
the government of the United States; and that the 
Mexican minister at Washington would communi- 
cate, successively, the opinions of the president on 
the several cases, and his determination thereon. 
Relying upon these assurances, the more implicitly 
from the voluntary action of the Mexican govern- 
ment in raising the unwarrantable embargo upon 
our vessels and the release of the Americans taken 
in merchant vessels unlawfully captured in the 
Gulf of Mexico, it was expected that immediately 
after the arrival of the Mexican minister in Wash- 
ington, they would be in every respeet fulfilled. 
The Mexican minister reached Washington, from 
New Orleans, where he had been for some years 
residing as consul of the Mexican republic, on the 
14th of October. He brought with him, however, 
nothing but the usual letters of credence, and one 
repeating. in general terms, the expression, usual 
between governments, of a desire to preserve and 
promote friendly relations with the United States. It 
was not until the 18th instant, that answers to any of 
our complaints were given. The Mexican minister 
then presented to the department of state ten notes, 
all dated on that day, in the first of which he ex- 
plains the causes which have prevented a reply 
frein his government to the elaims numbered 3, 6, 
8, 11, 13, 14, 15, and 17. In the chronological or- 
der in which the claims were presented to Mexico, 
No. 3 is the case of the eargo of the ship “Louisa,” 
which forms the subject of one of the notes ac- 
companying his explanation; from which fact, and 
the direct references in some of the other notes, it 
iS apparent that the Mexican government had not 
examined the documents cent from this department 
with the demand made in July, or else has substi- 
tuted for one of them a list of claims gent to con- 
gress with the president’s message of the 6th of 
February last, and forming part of the documents 
00 by their order, which are alleged by Mr. 
Martinez to have been communicated to the minis- 
ter of foreign affairs of Mexico, with a note of the 
Secretary of state of the 14th of May last. But 
no note was addressed by this department to the 
Mexican minister on the 14th of May, nor has any 
allusion whatever been made to the printed list of 
Claims referred to, in any communication from this 
s0vernment to that of Mexico. In fulfilment of 


of the fifty-seven subjects of complaint, presented 
obviously for the last time, and under the article of 
our treaty with Mexico which looks to the unfortu- 
nate contingency of a necessity on one part or the 
other to take, forcibly, satisfaction for injuries com- 
= of, and not, on due demand, accompanied 
y competent proof, redressed. The answers re- 
ceived are to the individual complaints in the case 
of the ship ‘‘Louisa;”’ in the case of the brig «*Cos- 
sack,’’ and in the case of Chonteau and De Munn, 
arrested*in 1817 within the territorial limits of the 
United States, carried into Mexican territory, and 
imprisoned, and their property confiscated at Santa 
Fe; and to the demand made upon Mexico to disa- 
vow any approbation of the reprehensible conduct 
of its envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
tiary, in printing and distributing a pamphlet defa- 
matory of this government and the people of the 
United States, while in the United States, under 
the protection of his diplomatic privilege. The 
justice of the claim for the cargo of the «‘Louisa,” 
seized in 1821 by virtue of the edicts of Iturbide, 
of 20th of February and 4th of March of that year, 
is acknowledged, and a promise is made to incite 
the congress, upon and before whom the claim has 
been pressed for ten years, to provide for the pay- 
ment of the balance due according to a decree of 
the Mexican government of the Ist of February, 
1822, heretofore partially executed; but the justice 
of the case of the **Cossack,”’ and of the claims of 
Chouteau and De Munn is denied. on the ground 
that they occurred before Mexican independence 
was achieved. A decree of restitution in the case 
of the “Cossack”? was issued on the 27th of July, 
1821. It would seem, then, that the decrees of the 
20th February and 4th of March, 1821, impose ob- 
ligations on the present government of Mexico; 
but those of the 27th of July, 1821,do not. A de- 
cree of the Ist of February, 1822, awarding indem- 
nity, is good; a similar decree of the 27th of July, 
1821, is not good. The secretary of state does not 
perceive upon what principles these distinctions 
are made, nor on what just ground payment can be 
refused by Mexico for any acts committed within 
its territorial jurisdiction after the virtual separa- 
tion of Spain and Mexico, ¢. e. after the occupa- 
tion of Spain by France in 1808. The case of 
Chouteau and De Munn rests upon the grounds 
that the injury oceurred while Spaia had no power 
where it was received; that Mexico had then, and 
has had ever since, an effective control in Santa 
Fe, and that the present government is answerabie 
for the acts of all its de facto precursors, who al- 
leged and exercised sovereignty over the country. 
With relation to the brig ‘*Cossack,’’ the decree of 
restitution is dated after the plan of Iguala was de- 
clared, less than a month before the treaty of Cor- 
dova was signed, by which O’Donoghue acknow- 
ledged the independence of Mexico, and a short 
time previous to the election of a regency, and the 
choice of Iturbide as president of the new repub- 
lic. What particular meaning is affixed in Mexico 
to the terms “independence achieved,” is not un- 
derstood, nor is it important to discuss, as the obli- 
gation of Mexico dates from the time of declared 
or actual independence of foreign control, and since 
it maintained a dominion exclusive of that of Spain. 
‘The answer of the Mexican minister to the de- 
mand of the United States, founded upon the con- 
duct of Mr. Gorostiza, is so singular as to require 
a particular statement of all the facts in relation to 
the subject of it. Soon after the late Mexican 
minister asked for his passports to return home, 
after terminating his extraordinary mission, his last 
note to the department, in which his reasons for 
taking that step were expressed, was published in 
New York, in the journal called the ‘Courier des 
Etats Unis.”” This document had never been 
made publie by the authority of the department. 
The existence of a pamphlet by Mr. Gorostiza, 
printed in Philadelphia in Spanish, had been pre- 
viously made known to the secretary of state, by 
a member of the diplomatic corps accredited at 
Washington, who stated that he had received two 
copies, and he believed that the same number of 
copies had been transmitted by the author to each 
member of the foreign diplomatic corps in Wash- 
ington, expressing, at the same time, his surprise 
and disgust at the grossness of such an act bya 
retiring minister. One of those copies was given, 
on the request of the secretary, for the use of the 
department of state. That the belief thus ex- 
pressed was well founded, no doubt was entertained, 
as a copy was also procured by one of the officers 
of the department of state from another member of 
the diplomatic corps; and one was lent, as it was 
afterwards dicovered, to the editor of the “Courier 
des Etats Unis,” by a third, with permission to use 
it for any purpose whatever. Extracts were pub- 


the editor of the French journal was lent without 
scruple, on no condition, but that after being co- 
pied, or otherwise used, it should be returned. The 
duplicate copies se:i to the diplomatic corps were 
obviously intended to give the most extensive cir- 
culation to the matters contained in the pamphlet; 
and no doubt one was expected to be transmitted to 
each foreign government represented in the Unit- 
ed States, and the other to adorn the archives of 
its legation in Washington. From the equivocal 
circumstances under which the pamphlet was pre- 
pared, and the assertions contained 1n the preface, 
it was supposed that the writer sought to evade of- 
ficial responsibility, by representing the publica- 
tion as his personal act; thus giving to himself and 
his government the benefit he hoped to derive 
from his defamation of the United States, with all 
the governments of Europe, and with his own 
countrymen, among whom it was widely distri- 
buted as soon as he reached the Mexican territory, 
as a prelude to his last report to his own govern- 
ment, without exposing that government to a de- 
mand for redress for the injury sought to be in- 
flicted by its representative. The slanders of a 
private individual could not be of importance to 
the United States; but as the position of Mr. Go- 
rostiza was equivocal, it was deemed necessary 
that this subject should be so presented to his go- 
vernment, that the distinction made between his 
acts, as a mere citizen, as the representative agent 
of Mexico, should be marked and recognized. Oc- 
casion was taken, therefore, in giving instructions, 
on the 10th of December last, to Mr. Ellis, to make 
the explanations previously promised in regard to 
the movement of the troops under general Gaines, 
to direct him to bring the act of their minister to 
the notice of the Mexican government, in these 
words: 

‘It would be gratifying to the president if this 
communication, which you will have to make to 
the Mexican government, was limited to these ex- 
planations. Unfortunately, the conduct of its late 
minister extraordinary has made it necessary to 
touch upon even a more unpleasant topic. You 
will learn with astonishment that Mr. Gorostiza, 
while enjoying his diplomatic privilege, although 
after he had declared his mission at an end, pub- 
lished, on his own authority, a pamphlet, (a copy 
of which is herewith sent to you), containing parts 
of his unpublished correspondence with this de- 
partment, and extracts from his letters to the Mex- 
ican secretary of foreign relations, with a long 
introductory preface. The publication of his cor- 
respondence with the department, without the au- 
thority of his government, is believed to be un- 
exampled in the history of diplomacy, and was not 
decorous to the government of the United States. 
The extracts from his correspondence with his own 
government, and his introduction to the whole, 
contain statements and comments defamatory of 
the government and people of the United States, 
and obvivusly intended to injure the character of 
both, for honor and good faith, in the eyes of the 
world. This pamphlet, although not circulated 
generally among our citizens, was in the hands of 
editors of newspapers, who have published extracts 
from it; and the president has been informed that 
two copies of it were sent by its author, at the 
moment of his departure from the United States, 
to some, if not to all, the members of the foreign 
diplomatic body accredited here. This act, still 
more extraordinary because it almost immediately 
followed the communication of the president’s in- 
tention to direct that explanations, which he be- 
lieved would be satisfactory, should be made to the 
Mexican government, has excited but one senti- 
ment among those to whom it is known. In di- 
recting you to make known the publication of this 
pamphlet to the Mexican government, the presi- 
dent does not doubt the truth of the declaration 
made by its author, that this publication was his 
own personal act, for which he had no authority 
from his government, nor will he permit himself to 
suppose, for an instant, that it will adopt or sane- 
tion conduct so glaringly violating all the decorum 
of diplomatic usage; so disrespectful to the govern- 
ment and people of the United States; so unworthy 
the representative of a respectable government, and 
so well calculated to interrupt the harmony. and 
good will which ought to subsist between the United 
States and Mexico. 

‘‘How far the character of the Mexican govern- 
ment for decorum and justice, and an honorable de- 
sire to maintain a respectable rank among the eivi- 
lized nations of the world, requires a distinct 
manifestation of its just displeasure at such an ex- 
{raordinary step, are questions that belong to itself 
alone to consider and decide. 

“In giving you this instruction to make known 








the assurances solemnly given in Mexico, after a 
lapse of five months, answers are made to but four 


lished from the pamphlet in that paper, and in seve- 


to the Mexican government the conduct of its 


ral other newspapers; and the copy in the hands of! envoy, without a demand of reparation at its hands, 
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the president is influenced, as well by the explicit 
disavowal of the envoy of all participation on the 
part of his government, in the act complained of, 


;ment, and of strict neutrality in the Texian con- 
test; that this government was destitute of good 
faith, and that the people in mass, with the excep- 


as by the sincere conviction, already expressed, | tion of a minute fraction, described as belonging 


that a step so reprehensible will not be countenanced | 


by it. Butif, contrary to ali just expectation, the | 
Mexican government shall adopt that act, or give 
sanction to it by approving of their minister’s con- 
duct, the continuance of diplomatic intercourse be- 
tween the two countries can no longer be either 
useful or reputable to the United States. How- 
ever painful may be the consequences, the honor 
of the American people requires of the president to 
instruct you, as [ now do, in that event, to demand 
your passports, and to return forthwith, bringing 
with you all the archives of the legation to the 
United States.” 

These instructions were not received by Mr. 
Ellis before his departure from Mexico; but a copy 
of them was subsequently transmitted to the Mexi- 
can government through its charge d’affaires, Mr. 
Castillo. Prior to Mr. Ellis’s departure, and 
within a fortnight after Mr. Gorostiza’s arrival at 
the city of Mexico, the Mexican government, af- 
ter an alleged delay of what is called an act of 
justice to their minister, waiting for explanations 
promised by the United States, sent a formal ap- 
proval of his conduct as their minister at Wash- 
ington. When it was recollected that, in the 
extracts of the correspondence of Mr. Gorostiza, 
with his own government, which he had himself 
published, the good faith of the United States was 
directly impeached, and it was presumed, that the 
publication of his pamphlet, and its distribution, 
at least in Mexico, was known to his government, | 
it was deemed necessary to require froin the Mexi- | 
can authority a distinct disavowal of the part of his_ 
conduct which had been considered oilensive by 
the United States. No doubt was entertained that 
the Mexican government would, without hesitation, 
declare that its approbation of Mr. Gorostiza’s con- 
duct did not relate to the preparation, or publica- 
tion, or use, of the defamatory pamphlet. 

The answer of the Mexican government, now 
received, defends the conduct of its minister. Mr. | 
Martinez asserts, in conformity with his instruc- | 
tions, that the minister did nothing which was not | 
required by the dignity and interests of Mexico. 
By the note of Mr. Martinez, these facts are admit- 
ted on the part of the Mexican government; that 
the pamphlet was prepared by its minister, and 
printed in Philadelphia, in the Spanish language; 
that some copies were left to be used in the United | 
States, with a recommendation as to the time only 
when they were to be used, and the time recom- 
mended was, as soon as there should be a publica- 
tion of it in Mexico; that the pamphlet was exten- 
sively circulated on the coast of Mexico as soon as 
he arrived; and, on his journey to the capitol, by 
the returning envoy extraordinary. On these ad- 
mitted facts, the government declares that Mr. Go- 
rostiza acted conformably to what was required by 
the dignity and interests of Mexico. Keeping out 
of view, as entirely unimportant, the offensive cha- 
racter of the pamphlet, and the use made of it in 
the United States, the Mexican government has at- | 
tempted, argumentatively, to prove that it did not | 
appear that their minister plenipotentiary and en- 
voy extraordinary intended to offend the United 
States, or to jeopard his diplomatic character, by vio- 
lating established usage. ‘To sustain the first alle- 
pees it is said the pamphlet was necessary for 
1is vindication, in relation to a past transaction—a 
negociation not pending, inasmuch as his mission 
was terminated; that it was in the Spanish lan- 
guage—if it had been intended offensively, it would 
have been printed in English, for circulation among 
the people of the United States; and that he did not 
circulate it among his colleagues of the diplomatic 
body, because he did not send it to them officially, 
or confidentially, with an explanation of his object. 
The character of the production, and the use made 
of the copies left, with the recommendation as to 
time, are, unfortunately, the best evidences of the 
intention of the author. The pamphlet is a labored 
effort to prove that the United States, for a series | 
of years, sought unjustly to obtain possession of | 
the territory belonging to a friendly power, till the | 
year 1818, when the executive of the United | 
States, pretending to nothing but what was reason- | 
able, the Florida treaty was negotiated, the negotia- 
tors being both men of talents and good faith: that, 
subsequently to that treaty, the want of good faith 
and integrity produced new pretext to acquire 











to the school of Washington and Madison, were 
necessarily ignorant; and, having every thing in 
their power, could be blindly led by dishonest, 
greedy, unprincipled, and, consequently, unbridled 
flatterers, wherever they pleased. The assertion 
that such a pamphlet was not intended to offend the 
United States, is so extraordinary that it is to be 
hoped that the Mexican government has omitted to 
examine it. Such a declaration, in regard to its 
intention, cannot otherwise be rationally accounted 
for, unless it be supposed that that government 
means to make this singular distinction, that a pro- 
duction intended to impeach the character of a 
government and people, for honor and good faith, 
and to degrade them in the eyes of the world, was 
not intended to offend. The argumentative denial 
of the act of sending this defamatory pamphlet to 
foreign ministers, that the calumny against this 
government and people might be made known to 
all the governments with whom they hold diplo- 
matic intercourse, which has been made for Mr. 
Gorostizo, amounts to this: that he did not send 
copies to them at all, because he did not send them 
with an official explanation. He left them here 


to be used: they were used—sent to foreign minis- | 


ters. It is for the envoy extraordinary to explain 
how they caine there. His government, which has 
approved his conduct as conformable to its dignity 
and interests, is responsible to those whose honor is 
involved in the inquiry. The contents of the pam- 


phlet show, also, that the intention of it was not 


self-vindication. The responsibility of the author 
for the act on which it is alleged he designed to en- 
lighten his country, was to his government, and 
through it to the people of Mexico. His pamphlet 
is wriiten for all places, and for all times; a part is 
specially for the meridian of the United States, as 
will satisfactorily appear by a reference to its con- 
tents. But it is also said that it related to past 
transactions—not secret, as sume of the correspon- 
dence had been made public. <A part of the corres- 
pondence between the two governments had been 
published by the United States. In addition to the 
residue of that correspondence, the pamphlet con- 
tains the envoy’s extracts from the secret and con- 
fidential letters to his own government, in which 
he calls in question the good faith of the govern- 
ment of the United States. His extraordinary mis- 
sion was terminated by the act of the envoy, but 
he was still in the enjoyment of his diplomatic pri- 
vileges, and the subject of which he wrote was then 
pending with his government. After his return, 
that government looked for explanations which 
had been promised by the United States, and com- 
plained they were not received; which explanations, 
having been delayed by accident, were subsequent- 
iy given to it. 

The conduct of this extraordinary envoy is also 
alleged to have been conformable to diplomatic 
usage; and two instances are brought forward to 
sanction this allegation, assumed to exist in the his- 


tory of the diplomacy of tne United States. It is. 


asserted in the note of Mr. Martinez that the com- 
missioners of the United States published their cor- 
respondence pending the negotiation at Ghent. Dur- 
ing a war with Great Britain, the correspondence 
of the commissioners of Great Britain and the U. 
States, who were negotiating terms of peace, was 
published in Washington by the government of the 
United States; there were no libels in it upon Great 
Britain. The commissioners of the United States 
never published any thing during the negotiation at 
Ghent. 


- The charge d’affaires of France published a letter | 


of instructions from the Duke de Broglie in some of 
the journals of the United States, in English. The 
letter of the Duke de Broglie was not a libel upon 
the Government of the United States; but its publi- 
eation was considered improper by all parties in 
this country. By what means the Mexican govern- 
ment has been imposed upon, and induced to assert 
that «“Mr. Secretary Forsyth wrote to Paris repre- 
senting that this government would not object to 


receive again, as a diplomatic agent, the charge | 


d’affaires who had caused that publication a few 
months before,”’ it is impossible to conjecture. It 
is a sheer fabrication, which will be seen with as- 
tonishment by the governments of England and of 
France, to whom all the circumstances of the trans- 
action to which it relates are as perfectly well 
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complaint has since been examined by the eam 
~ Alcan 


government, except the conduct of Mr. Gorosti. 
The printing and distribution of his offensive _ 
phlet is approved by his government, and se Mae 
as conformable to what was required by its die a 
and interests. igulty 
To the other demands of a public nature exist} 
at the adjournment of the last annual session < 
congress, after five months’ delay, no answer he 
been given. On three cases of private claims 9 
sented for final answer, answers have been “al 
The justice of two of them is denied, although = 
of them rests on a decree of the Mexican oc a 





: : n overn- 
ment. Satisfaction for the one admitted th be just 
isnot made. The congress of Mexico, who taye 


been considering the subject for eight or ten years 
will be s‘incited” to pass upon it, when they meet. 

Since the last session of congress an embareo has 
been laid on American vessels in the ports of Mexi- 
co. Although raised, no satisfaction has been m 
or offered, for the resulting injuries, 

Our merchant vessels have been captured for dis. 
regarding a pretended blockade of Texas; vessels 


ade, 





| and cargoes secretly proceeded against in the Mexi- 
can tribunals, condemned and sold; the captains 
_crews, and passengers of the captured vessels have 
| been imprisoned and plundered of their property: 
and, after enduring insults and injuries, have been 

released without remuneration or apology. For 
these acts no reparation has been promised, nor ex- 
planations given, although satisfaction was, in gene. 
al terms, deinanded in July last. 


the value of the assurances that have been received 
from the Mexican government, and the probability 
of their ever being fulfilled. : 
| Copies of all the correspondence with the Mexi- 
can government, not heretofore made public, and 
serving to elucidate the subject of this report, are 
herewith presented for consideration. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 

To the president of the United States. 





SKETCH OF THE REMARKS OF MR. 
JOHNSON, OF MD., 
On the amendment to the bill to limit the time for is- 
suing treasury noles. 

[The bill authorizing the secretary of the treasury 
to issue treasury notes was under consideration, 
and Mr. Underwood’s amendment to authorize the 
executive to sell the government bonds against the 
present state bank of Pennsylvania, calli the bank 
of the United States. Mr. Johnson had,a short time 
before, offered an amendment (which he said he de- 
signed as a ‘‘lest question,”’) limiting the time for 
issuing treasury notes. The amendment of Mr. J. 
was rejected in committee of the whole, but was 


York when in the house, and was carried without a 
division. Mr. Johnson addressed the house at 
length upon the merits of the bill and Mr. Under- 
wood’s amendment; but we have only space for the 
following brief sketch of his remarks. ] 

Mr. Johnson said he had expressed to the com- 
mittee his reasons for offering the amendment which 
| had been rejected, and would not repeat them. But 
he desired tu say a few words upon the amendment 
‘offered by the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Un- 
derwood. ) 

He had strong misgivings that this bill was the 
basis of a settled plan to make the issue of such 
notes the permanent policy of the government—to 
allow the secretary of the treasury to issue, at dis- 
cretion, notes to be received as currency, and that 
the nation was to be forced into a situation to sub- 
mit to it: and that many who might now be opposed 
to such as the fixed pelicy of the government, will 
| be forced into a situation, that, rather than throw 
off party allegiance, will submit with reluctance, 
but in silence. He drew this inference from the 
fact that the committee rejected the amendment 
which he had oilered, limiting the time for issuing 
the treasury notes to two years. That decision 
convinced him that it is not intended as a measure 
of temporary relief, as he before remarked, but as 
the fixed policy of the government. 

Such were his views, sustained by the vote just 
given, and by the arguments offered by the friends 
of the bill. One gentleman, the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means, (Mr. Cambreleng) 
maintained that the bonds will seil above par, and 
| the governtinent be dependent on the Bank of the 

United States. Another gtntleman from New York, 











} 





possession of the territory, the pretended claim to| known as they are to the government of the United | who advocated the bill and opposed the amendinent, 


which they had been thereby abandoned; that while 
the governinent was fostering the sinister design 
of violating all the articles of their treaty with 
Mexico, the president and all his ministers were 
pouring into the ears of the Mexican envoy extra- 
ordinary protestations of affection for his govern- 





States. 


said that they will be sold below par. Such are 


The relations of the United States and Mexico, | the conflicting views which the opponents of the 
therefore, as they now stand, are these: The de-| amendment entertain. How can they be reconciled? 
inand of the United States for justice for past inju-| One says they will sell above, the other, below 
ries has been made in conformity with the treaty| par! And the chairman of the committee of ways 
between the two nations; but apparently no public| and means tells us the government will be in the 


From these facts a judgment may be formed of 


subsequently renewed by a gentleman from New, 
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ower of the Bank of the United States, if discon- 
nected from the bank. I should like him, or some 


other gentleman, entertaining similar views, to ex- 


: ) : 
jain this operation. [Mr. Cambreleng here rose 


and said: If the amendinent should pass, the only 
bidder would be the bank, and it would purchase 
the bonds and would keep the treasury just as it 
was. Judging from what he had seen, it would 
aiford no reliet to the treasury, and the bank would 
be the only purchaser in market.] 

Mr. Johnson said, in reply to this statement, he 
was as much in the dark as he was before. He 
could not comprehend the force of this reasoning. 
Allthat the opponents of the amendment say is, 
that if you throw the stock into the market, the Bank 
of the United States willbuy it. This argument has 
been fully answered by a gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Patton.) Ifthe bank will give more for the 
stock than any other bidder, why not Jet the bank 
have it? It would so far benefit the government: 
the government wants money and has more use for 
the money than for the bunds. Have those gentle- 
men the ghost of the dead bank still before their 
affrighted imaginations? And will it not, like 
Banquo’s ghost, down at their bidding? He might 
be cursed with mental obliquity, but he would ask, 
ifthere was a single enlightened mind in this hall, 
or out of it, that could be influenced by the argu- 
inents which have been urged against the amend- 
ment? How the bank can injure the governinent, 
if it should purchase these bonds, I am at a loss to 
comprehend. 

He was opposed to the bill, both on the grounds 
of its constitutionality and expediency. But had, 
on another occasion, thrown out his views and 
would not repeat them. 

The very able and eloquent gentleman from South 
Carolina (Mr. Legare) has tola us, said Mr. J., that 
the government has power to issue notes for a 
bona fide purpose—and with a bona fide intention 
toredeem them. I must confess there is much ob- 


inind in its application. 


served to the states and the people of the states; 
power that is not expressly giveu or clearly im- 
plied, is prohibited. ‘Thisis a government of limi- 
tations, of checks and balances, and nowhere can 
be found the authority, under the constitution which 
you propose to invest to the discretion of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. 

You are about to authorize the issuing of a cur- 
rency, which you are convinced will fluctuate in 
the market. How then can it be a true standard, 
and test of value? One gentleman says, that trea- 
sury certificates are below par, another at a pre- 
mium. It is certain they cannot be converted into 
specie at par; and J call nothing at par that cannot, 
at the will of the holder, be converted into specie. 

The chairman of the committee of ways and 
means has informed the committee that treasury 
certificates fell as much as 4 per cent. in one day in 
New York. Is not this a delightful currency that 
is subject to such rapid depreciation or apprecia- 
tion in a single day? This is the curreney which 
your government sends forth among the people. 
The holder of it may lose four per cent. upon it in 
six hours after he receives it from the secretary of 
the treasury!!! 

This plan of government paper was tried by the 
French governinent under the auspicss of the fa- 
mous Mr. Law, and nearly ruined that nation. 
You are trying it now under the auspices of Mr. 
Gouge, and will not be willing to abandon it until 
you bankrupt half of the people. You lay your 





| 


| 
| 


| 
} 


foundation upon issues of ten millions, and by and 
by you will desire to enlarge it to an hundred mil- 
lions. You refrain from restricting the secretary, 
and may have reasons in your bosoms which you 
are unwilling to articulate. Yes, sir, to redeem 
these notes, may create a pressure, and then you 
may think it advisable to enlarge the issue. Such 
contingencies may arise. 

Only one gentleman (Mr. Thomas) who has ad- 


-vocated the bill, has taken the open and distinct 
scurity in this argument, and still greater to my | ground, frankly and fairly to call this measure, in 


This may not be the fault | direct terms, a loan. 





Maryland, which he called a prociaination, and 
which did not contain scarcely one sound principle 


of republicanism—which went the whole'length of 
denying the right of the peopie to alter their consti- 
tution. And for this opposition | was called a dema- 
gogue. 
a colleague on this floor. 


Yes, sir, the greatest in the state, excepting 


[Here Mr. Johnson was interrupted by Mr. 


Jenifer, who said that his colleague, Mr. Johnson, 
was discussing subjects which were irrelevant to 
that under debate. ] 


Mr. Johnson resumed. He said that he was the 


last man to wound the tender ears of his colleague. 
‘He knew that he was a gentleman of delicate 





nerves, and tender conscience on this subject. That 


gentleman may reason by induction; I perhaps ar- 
gue by analogy—at any rate, I will not desire to be 
a copyist of my able colleague. 


But he could not 
but express his surprise that that gentlemen should 
call him to order for alluding toa subject which that 
honorable gentleman discussed at great length in 
this hall at the last session. Yes, sir, the only speech 
which I have ever seen printed of my honorable 
colleague, was a speech he made against reform in 
Maryland; which may account, very rationally, why 
that question is so much stronger in Maryland since. 
And if he will favor this house with another, I will 
promise to listen with much less disquietude than 
that gentleman has evinced. I may imitate him in 
one respect, and, perhaps, I may be speaking now 
as the gentleman was speaking then, for home con- 
sumption. [Confusion and great laughter. The 
chair called the house to order, and begged the gen- 
tleman from Maryland to confine his remarks to 


'the subject under discussion.}] Mr. Johnson re- 


| sumed. 


You are correct, Mr. Chairman, in calling 


the house and myself to order—and in calling the 
house to order first—for there is more disorder with 
\the house than with myself—[renewed laughter 
/and excitement.] But I will relieve the house and 


‘you, Mr. Chairman. 


This is mere episede. I 


_ wish to see reform triumph in Maryland, and I wish 


He says that the government | to see it triumph in Washington, and there is great 


of the argument, bat in my faculty of comprehen- | must resort to either an indirect or direct loan. I} necessity for it in both cases. And hence it is that 
ditter with him in this—I am in favor of a direct| I oppose the bill on the table; for that reason I shall 


sion. What can be meant by a bona fide purpose? 
The gentleman admits that government has no 
power to issue paper unless prepared to redeem it 
with specie. In that sentiment I fully concur. 
But the omission in the arguments of the gentle- 
men who urge this bill, isto show—to prove how the 
government will be able to redeem their notes with 
specie. Thetruth is these gentlemen know that the 
government cannot redeem their notes in specie 
now, nor in six months, nor in twelve. Hence it is 
you will not make them payable at sight. Hence 
it is that you will not allow them to be presented 
for payment in twelve months after date. Hence it is 
that you will not say they shall not bear interest. 
Hence it is that you will not say that they shall 
bear six per cent!—You leave it all to speculation— 
all to chance—you know it will be a spurious, not 
a bona fide, currency—nor with a bona fide purpose. 

How can state-rights men reconcile their support 
of this measure with their notions of strict con- 
struction? How can they reconcile it to them- 
selves and to consistency, to support a measure 
which violates both the letter and the spirit of the 
constitution, by authorizing an officer of govern- 
inent to issue paper for money, which paper is not 
to be redeemed? And the holder of this paper has 
no power to coerce, by law, specie at pleasure from 
the government—when the same government co- 
erces the very holder of this money, to pay it only 
in gold or silver. A system of greater oppression 
and tyranny could not be easily devised by the 
wit of man. You tell the creditors of the govern- 
ment, you must take treasury notes—or take noth- 
ing! You then tell them, you will not pay them 
what is due them for twelve months thereafter!—nor 
do you give them an earnest that you will pay them 
then. You tell them in the meantime, that you 
will exact at the moment that any individual should 
owe the government, gold or silver—if it is not forth- 
coming, you will order your attorney and your 
marshal tu sacrifice their property, and, peradven- 
ture, consign them to prison. 

The constitution of the United States provides for 
every possible emergency. You can raise revenues 
upon importations; it takes the power from the 
States; you can raise revenue by direct taxation. 
If you do not choose to use these powers, you have 
the express, not implied power given you to borrow 


money to pay your dets, or for any other purpose. |executive to have its powers enlarged. 


Here you have a legitimate, constitutional source 
from whith you can raise revenue or money. 

One gentleman who advocated this bill, said, 
that the power to anthorize treasury notes, was not 
inhibited by the constitution—that gentleman has 
alven a new reading to that instrument. The consti- 
tution informs us that powers not given to con- 


‘loan—he is for what he regards an indirect loan.| vote for the ainendment. 


If the bank is the horrid 


‘This currency which you propose to issue will) monster you say it is, why not divorce yourself 


never enter into the general circulation of the coun- | from it? 


‘try. If you borrow money, (at the same time 
create a sinking fund), and pay your debts with it, 


| why do you insist upon the connection? 


| 


If it is as vile and corrupt as you say it is, 
I wish the 
bonds to be sold to benefit the emergencies of the 


‘it will diffuse itself through the interior, and wili| government; also that gentlemen may rest upon 
enter into the general circulation of each state and! their pillows, so that this spectre bank may no 
longer haunt their imaginations. 

I cannot disabuse my mind from the belief that | 


| neighborhood. 


this is designed as the mere incipient step of a vast 
executive bank. Why will not gentlemen vote for 
the amendment-—those who are in favor of divorcing 
the government from the people and the govern- 
ment from all banks? Why not vote for selling 
these bonds?—why keep up this quast connection 
between the government and the Bank of the Unit- 
ed States? Are these bonds to be kept as kites ho- 
vering over the bank? are they to be held in terro- 
rem over the bank to prevent it from eniarging its 
business, and relieving the people? Are they to be 
kept until some hoped-for emergency, when you 


dishonoring its credit at home and abroad? 


In this couutry the executive wages a war of exter- 
mination against all banks and the credit system 
One ignorant of the people of the United States, 
' would think, to hear some of the friends of the 
| administration speak, that they are the most corrupt 
people in the world—that they could be brought 
up by banks like live stock in the market. 

All this is done for etfect—those who use the as- 
sertion do not b:lieve it. Representatives here 
may judge of the people by those whom they repre- 
sent. I atm wiiling that each representative may 
inake his constituents as corrupt and corruptible as 
may suit his fancy. But I beg the representatives 
on this floot not to lay their venue in the district 
which I have the honor to represent. 





vernment. But all such arguments are but the 
stale cant of designing nen, who like to pander to 
vile prejudices. 





little brief authority. 


opposed to improper executive power in the federal 
government. I have been and am opposed to it in 


not been successful. 





can make a sudden call on the bank, in hopes of 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| notes. 


England restrains, yet fosters her bank credit. | 


' 





| 





| 
| 


| 
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I have another objection to the bill. No time is 
specified for issuing these treasury notes; he may 
issue part this year, part the next; his discretion is 
to be the only law. You give him the power also 
to effect loaus if he connot redeem the treasury 
In other words, you give the secretary all 
the legislative power which you possess under the 
constitution, and you give him power to do that 
which, under the constitution, congress has no 
power to do. 





TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 
December 11. Mr. Bayard, senator from Dela- 
ware, Mr. Ruggles, from Maine, and Mr. Spence, 
from Maryland, appeared to-day and took their 
seats. 
Mr. MeKean presented a memorial from sundry 


eminent jurists and other distinguished citizens of 


Pennsylvania, praying congress to pass a Jaw (simi- 
lar to that now in force in Pennsylvania) dispensing 
with public executions, and requiring the marshals 
of the United States to have the sentence put in 
force in the prison yards upon all those hereafter 
condemned to death under the United States laws: 
and on motion of Mr. McKean, the memorial was 
ordered to be printed, with the names attached and 
referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

A number of petitions and memorials from indi- 
viduals were presented—among thei the following 


I deny that} presented by Mr. Tallmadge. 
they can be bought by either the bank or the g0- | 


To the senate and house of representatives of the 
United States in congress assembled: 

Your memorialist, a citizen of New York, re- 

spectfully represents: That by a law of the state of 


The greatest temptation under our government, | New York, passed on the 26th day of April, 1831, 
is office. It is an inherent principle in human na-| it is enacted “that no person shail be arrested or 
| ture to desire to be entrusted with office—to have a| imprisoned on any civil process issuing out of any 
Hence the great desire of the | court of law, or on any execution issuing out of any 
i war | court of equity, in any suit or proceeding instituted 
openly against inordinate executive power. I aim) for the recovery of any money due upon any judg- 


ment or decree founded upon contract, or due upon 
any contract express or implied, or for the recovery 


my own state. I have been consistent if I have | of any damages for the non-performance of any 
Because it is in the hands of} contract.” 
my own party in Maryland, I jhave not been con-| 


By this law the state of New York has asserted 


| vinced that it was right for that reason. I have op- | the rights of her citizens, and deprive | the state 
gress by that instrument, are denyed to it—are re-! posed a miserable edict issued by the executive of} courts of the power to order an arrest for debt. 
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Notwithstanding this unequivocal expression of 


opinion, the United States courts still continue to 
iniringe upon the personal liberty of the free people 


of this state, by causing them to be arrested upon 
allegations of debt. 


_An anomaly is thus presented, of a court exer- 
cising powers of the most oppressive character, 
within the limits of a sovereign state, in direct vio- 
lation of its expressed will, and for the exclusive 
benefit of the residents of other stutes. 


It is unnecessary and would be improper to address 
an arguinent to so enlightened a body, to prove the 
impolicy and injustice of laws which subject the 
liberty of one citizen to the malice and caprice of 
another, without requiring an allegation that an 
otfence against the inajesty of the Taws has been 
or will be committed. And it is equally unneces- 
sary to assert that every sovereign state should 
be permitted to possess laws, for the administra- 
tion of justice, which shall bear equally upon all 
its citizens. 

Believing that congress will not intentionally in- 
flict an injury upon any member of the union, and 
being convinced that the grievance here presented 
is of great magnitude, and can be easily removed, 
your memorialist would respectfully request that 
the laws be so amended as to require the United 
States courts to conform, in all civil suits, to the 
laws of the state in which they are located, or that 
the said courts, in all the states, be prohibited from 
issuing process to arrest or imprison for debt. 
Your petitioner will ever, &c. 

SILAS M. STILWELL. 


Mr. 'T. said that, in presenting this petition, he 
felt it dune to the occasion to say that the petitioner 
was a gentleman of high standing and character in 
the city of New York. No one inthe union had, 
probably, given more consideration to the subject 
of abolishing imprisonment for debt than he. He 
was for several years a distinguished member of the 
New York legislature, and in 1831 succeeded by 
bis untiring exertions, in carrying through that body 
the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt in that 
state. Since the passage of that act iio person can 
be arrested or imprisoned for any debt founded upon 
contract, by any process issuing out of the courts 
of the state of New York. Still her citizens are 
liable to be arrested and imprisoned on civil pro- 
cess issuing out of the courts of the United States, 
notwithstanding that the people of the state have, 
in their sovereign capacity, declared it the relic of 
a barbarous age. any of her citizens are now 
suffering imprisonment under the laws of the Unit- 
ed States, which they could not be subjected to by 
the laws of the state. The laws of the state, too, 
are, in some cases, virtually abrogated. A credi- 
tor, in erder to subject his debtor to imprisonment, 
has merely to take up his temporary residence in 
an adjoining State, and thus avail himself of the 
process of the courts of the United States to accom- 
plish a purpose which he could not do as a resident 
of the state. Mr. T. said he was informed that 
there were many cases of this description, where 
the law of the state is thus evaded, and cases, too, 
of extreme hardship. Aside from this, Mr. T. said 
he thought imprisonment for debt wrong in princi- 
ple, and that it ought to be abolished by the United 
States, so far as related to civil process of their own 
courts. At all events, that their process should be 
made to conform, in this respect, to the laws of the 
state where imprisonment for debt is abolished. 
Thus much the petitioner asks, if congress is un- 
willing to go farther. 

By Mr. Crittenden, (amended by Mr. Clay, of 
Kentucky, and Mr. Grundy :) 

Resolved by the senate, That the postmaster gene- 
ral be, and he is hereby, directed to report to this 
house the amount of postage which has accrued 
from the express mail since its first establishment, 
under the act of 1836, [discriminating between] 
that portion of it paid by the government or any 
department or office thereof, and that paid by pri- 
vate individuals; and to reportalso the total amount 
of cost or expense incurred by the government in 
the establishment and maintenance of said express 
mail from its origin; 

And also to report what will be the annual cost 
of said establishment as it now exists, and accord- 
ing to existing contracts and arrangements ; 

f And also what will be the probable cost of pro- 
posed extensions not yet contracted for; and upon 
what routes the said mail is now carried.] 

Adopted by consent. 

By Mr. Benton: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be in- 
structed to inquire into the condition of the curren- 
cy in the District of Columbia, and to report such 
bills as they may deem necessary to improve the 
condition thereof in said District. 

Adopted’by consent. 


| 





By Mr. Clay, of Alabama: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a new land district in the state of Alaba- 
ina, to embrace the territory ceded under the late 


treaty with the Cherokee Indians. Adopted by 
consent. 


By Mr. Rives: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the salary of the district judge of the eastern 
district of Virginia. Adopted by consent. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the judiciary committee be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so amend- 
ing the act supplementary to the act entitled, ‘an 
act to amend the judicial system of the United 
States”? as to provide that the circuit court for the 
seventh circuit be held hereafter at Indianapolis, in 
the state of Indiana, on the first Monday in June 
and December in each year. 

Mr. Davis, on leave, introduced a bill to author- 
ize the president of the United States to cause pub- 
lic vessels to cruise on the coast in the winter sea- 
son, and to relieve distressed navigators. 

Mr. D. stated that this was the same bill which 
passed the senate at the last regular session, and was 
prevented from passing the other house by the great 
mass of other business pressing uponit. He urged 
the expediency of early action upon it, as the winter 
was now at hand, and all were acquainted with the 
great loss of lives and property caused by vessels 
being detained long at sea by the weather—getting 
out of provisions, and having their crews exhausted, 
so as not to be able to navigate their vessels. To 
remedy which two evils was chiefly the object of 
the bill. It was regarded by many as an important 
act of humanity as well as of policy, and he hoped 
it would receive the prompt action of both houses. 

The bill was read twice, by consent, and referred. 

Mr. Crittenden, on leave, introduced a bill to re- 
peal so much of the act of July, 1836, and all other 
laws, a3 authorize the postmaster general to establish 
and maintain an express mail. Read twice, by con- 
sent, and referred. 

Mr. Lyon, on leave, introduced a bill granting to 
the county of Kalamazoo, Michigan, the right of 
pre-emption toa quarter section of land, and for 
other purposes. 

Also, a bill to create an additional land office in 
Michigan. 

Also, a bill providing for the issuing of patents to 
certain lands at Green Bay, Wisconsin. Severally 
read twice, by consent, and referred. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill referred to 
them for the relief of Elisha Towne; for the relief 
of Erastus and Thaddeus Fairbanks; and for allow- 
ing drawbacks on cordage made from foreign hemp. 

Mr. Wright, from the same committee, reported 
a bill to remitthe duties on certain goods destroyed 
by the great fire in New York. Read and ordered 
to a second reading. 

The chair presented a report from the post office 
depaitment, of the expenditures on the contingent 
fund for 1837. Referred and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Robbins, 

Ordered, That the chair appoint, on the part of 
the senate, a joint library committee. 

Messrs. Robbins, Allen and Wall, were appointed 
on said committee. 

The resolution proposing an inquiry into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a new land office in the 
Cherokee district in Alabama, was taken up and 
adopted. 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate proceeded 
to the consideration of executive business, ana then 

Adjourned. 

December 12. Mr. Cuthbert, of Geo. appeared 
and took his seat. 

A number of private petitions and memorials 
were presented and referred. which will be noticed 
when they come before the senate ior its decision. 

Mr. King asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to amend an act entitled ‘‘an act for the better 
organization of the district courts of Alabama,” 
which was read twice and referred. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, asked an: obtained leave 
to introduce a bill for the relief of certain persons 
therein named. Read twice and referred. 

Mr. Grundy, in pursuance of notice yesterday, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to alter 
and amend the act for the punishment of certain 
crimes against the United States, approved 30th 
April, 1799. Read twice and referred. _ 

Mr. Grundy, from the judiciary committee, re- 
ported with amendments, a bill to ascertain and de- 
termine the boundary line between Wisconsin ter- 
ritory and the state of Michigan. Read twice, and 
referred. 

Mr. King, from the commitiee on commerce, re- 


—=———- 
| ported a bill authorising the president of the United 
| States to cause the public vessels to cruise upon 
the coasts in the winter season for the relief of Nie 
tressed mariners, 

On motion of Mr. King, the bill was taken y 
immediately, considered as in committee of the 
whole, and ordered to be engrossed fora third readin 

Mr. Hubbard, from the committee of claims, re. 
hag a biil for the relief of the representatives of 

ohn J. Bulow, a sufferer by the Seminole Indians 
in Florida. ' 

Mr. King inquired whether a commission now 
sitting to ascertain the claims in Florida cases had 
| nade any report; as it appeared to him (Mr. K.) 
improper to legislate on special cases pending the 
sitting of such a general commission. 

Mr. Hubbard believed that noreport had yet been 
made by that commission: the present case, how. 
ever, he thought to be one loudly calling for com- 
pensation. The bill and report accompanying it 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Clayton offered a resolution inquiring into 
the expediency of establishing a port of entry at 
Newcastle, Delaware. 

Mr. Tallmadge offered a resolution instructin 
the committee on pensions to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of altering the pension law relating to 
widows. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, gave notice of his inten- 
tion to-morrow to ask leave to introduce a bill for 
the security of the copy-right of foreign authors, 

Mr. Norvell offered a resolution for increasing the 
salary of the district judge of the state of Michigan. 

A report from the secretary of the treasury, cov- 
ering a report from professor Hassler, relating to 
weights and measures, was presented from the chair. 

Also, a report from the same department, relating 
to the erection of hospitals on the Mississippi; which 
reports were respectively ordered to be printed, 
and referred to the appropriate committees. 

The senate then adjourned. 

December 13. Mr. Southard, senator from New 
Jersey, and Mr. Black, from Mississippi, appeared 
to-day in their seats. 

Mr. Sevier, of Arkansas, and Mr. Lumpkin, of 
Georgia, also appeared, were qualified, and took 
their seats. 

Several messages, in writing, were rece: ved from 
the president of the United States, through Mr. 7. 
Van Buren, his private secretary. ‘Two of these 
related to claims on Mexico, and to the ship Mary, 
of Baltimore, the rest were executive. 

Among a number of memorials, &c. presented, 
was the following: 

By Mr. Lyon: The memorial of a public meeting 
in the west, (place not heard), praying tne estab- 
lishment of a new territory west of the Mississippi; 
the granting of certain pre-emption rights; and the 
settlement of certain bounsaries. 

By Mr. Tipton: 

Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency oi 
making an appropriation for the construction of the 
Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to report to the senate copies of instruc- 
tions transinitted from that department to the reg)s- 
ters and receivers of public lands, in relation to 
pre-emption rights, and to the species of land titles 
called floats. 

Mr. King, on leave, introduced a bill to encourage 
the employment of boys in the vessels of the United 
States. Read twice and referred. 

Mr. Hubbard, on leave, introduced a bill to au- 
thorize the relief of invalid pensioners in certain 
cases. Read twice, and referred. 

Mr. Young, on leave, introduced a bill to autho- 
rize soldiers in the late war to surrender their boun- 
ty lands, and locate others in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, on leave, introduced a 
bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard W. 
Meade. Read twice and referred. : 

Also, a bill extending copy-rights to foreign au- 
thors. Read twice and referred, ; 

Mr. Lyon, on leave, introduced a bill making ap- 
propriations for certain roads in Wisconsin. 

Also, a bill to create the office of surveyor of the 
public lands in Wisconsin. Severally read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, to 
whom had been referred an inquiry into the condi- 
‘tion of the currency of this District, reported a bill 
for the suppression of small notes in the District, 
and for other purposes. 





to be read by its title), said he hoped the bill itse!! 
would be read. It related to the, currency, and 
every question on that subject was of deep interest. 

The bill was read a first time, and the question 
stated whether it should be ordered to a second 


reading. 





Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, (when the billswas about 
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———— 

Mr. Clay said he would be glad to know a little 
about the history of this bill of pains and penalties 
in relation to the District. He would be glad to be 


informed if the committee was full when it was} 


framed, or What was the number present. 

Mr. Wright said he did not expect the bill to be 
read asecond time this morning. There were three 
members present, all of whom concurred in the bill. 
[twas a precise copy of the one passed by the senate 
at the last session, and laid on the table of the other 
jouse. 
nthe bill was then ordered to a second reading. 

The chair presented, from the treasury depart- 
ment, a report from the commissioner of the general 
jand office; which was laid on the table and order- 
ed to be printed; and, 

On motion of Mr. Walker, 500 extra copies were 
ordered for the use of the land office. 

Also a report from the navy department; with an 
abstract of the contingent expenses of that depart- 
ment for 1836-7. 

A heavy mass of documents in relation to the sei- 
gure and sequestration, by thé Dutch, of the ship 
Mary and cargo, of Baltimore, was laid on the table 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, on motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, the 


message and documents in relation to the claims of 


our citizens on Mexico. 

The bill to authorize the president to cause pub- 
lic vessels to cruise on the coast in winter, and re- 
lieve distressed navigators, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

The bill to remit the duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by fire in New York; 

And the bill allowing drawbacks on cordage made 
from foreign hemp, were severally considered as in 
committee of the whole, and ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading. 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 

December 14. Mr. Preston took his seat in the 
senate this morning. 


The president communicated reports from the | 


treasury department and from the secretary of state; 
the former relating to the erection of light houses, 
the latter to the registry of seamen; which were re- 
ferred, and ordered to be printed. 

A large number of private petitions were present- 
ed and referred to appropriate committees. 

Mr. Davis inquired if there was any committee 
on enrolled bills, as there were bills from the house 
to be referred to such committee. 

There being no such committee, by consent, the 
chair was authorized to appoint the same. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, on leave, introduced a bill 
for the relief of Wm. Meade, or East; read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. Grundy, on leave, introduced a bill in amend- 


ment of the acts respecting the judicial system of 


the United States. 

Also a bill to establish two additional land offices 
in that part of Wisconsin territory lying west of the 
Mississippi river. 

Mr. Ruggles offered a resolution calling upon the 
secretary of war for the communication of certain 
surveys on the Atlantic coast; which was adopted. 

Mr. Allen, on leave, offered a joint resolution pro- 
posing amendments to the constitution of the United 
States, relating to the election of president and vice 
president of the United States. Read twice, and 
ordered to be printed, and referred to a select com- 
mittee of nine, to be appointed by the chair. 

Mr. Fulton presented a resolution from the legis- 
lature of Arkansas, asking appropriations for a line 
of fortifications to be established on the western 
frontier of that state. 

The bill to remit the duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by the great fire in New York, was read a 
third time; and on motion of Mr. Roane, (Mr. 
nih assenting), was laid for the present on the 
able. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill allowing draw- 
backs on cordage made from iinported hemp, hav- 
ing been read a third time, was postponed till to- 
morrow, with a view to extend the benefit of its 
provisions. 

The bill for the relief of Elisha Towne was 
taken up, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

Also, the bill for the relief of Erastus and Thad- 
deus Fairbanks. 

[They were both subsequently read a third time, 
and passed.) 

On motion of Mr. King, the bill to suppress small 
notes in the District of Columbia, and for other pur- 
poses, having been taken up, was made the special 
order for Tuesday next. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That when the senate adjourn, it ad- 
Journ to meet on Monday next. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of John J. Bu- 
Ow Was considered, explained and advocated by Mr. 





Hubbard, opposed by Messrs. King, Davis, Clay, of 
Ala. and Niles; and on motion of Mr. Davis, the 
bill was laid on the table for further information. 

The bill to ascertain and designate the boundary 
line between Michigan and Wisconsin was consi- 
dered, amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 

Mr. Bayard rose, and said that at the last regular 
session of congress he had presented the resolution 
of the state which he had the honor in part to re- 
present, against the defacement of the journal by 
what has been commonly called the expunging re- 
solution, and at the time gave notice that he should 
at the ensuing session, and so long as he had the 
honor of a seat here, contend against that measure. 
When he gave that notice, appearances were much 
against the probability of success, but the dawn of 
a brighter and better day had broken upon us, which 
led him to hope the accomplishment of his purpose 
was near at hand. The senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. Buchanan) had, in the benevolence of his 
feelings, when he (Mr. Bayard) announced his in- 
tention of introducing a rescinding resolution at the 
last session, expressed the hope that he might live 
to see its adoption, meaning, no doubt, to bestow 
upon him a lengthened term of existence, if not an 
immortality, in the same complaisance in which a 
Spaniard wishes you may live a thousand years. 
But, Mr. B. said, he should be very sorry to have 
his life cut short as speedily as it was now probable 
that event would occur. 

The resolution he presented was merely to re- 
scind the expunging resolution, without professing 
to express any opinion on the merits of the original 
resolution of 1834. He contended against the right 
of expunction, and his purpose was solemnly to 
disavow that principle. He moved that the reso- 
lution which he now presented might be laid upon 
the table and printed for the use of the senate. 

Mr. B. then offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 


body. He had said that he would not be content to 
die so soon as this object should be accomplished: 
but though Mr. B. wished him long life and pros- 
pe he could not desire him to live so long, un- 
ess endured with perpetual youth. The gentle- 
man says the dawn is breaking upon him. There 
are indeed some flitting clouds resting upon our 
prospects in the north; but hope is beaming on us 
from the sunny climes of the south. He and his 
friends are encouraged, and I would let them hope 
on: but, unless I am much mistaken, there will 
soon come a killing frost from the north that will 
extinguish all their hopes. Mr. B. said he should 
not have made even these few remarks on the sub- 
ject, had it not been for the gentleman’s alluding to 
a playful remark of his own. 

The resolution was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The senate then adjourned till Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday, Dec. 11. The following gentlemen ap- 
peared to-day, and took their seats. 

From New York, Hiram Gray. 

From Pennsylvania, Charles McClure and Charles 
Ogle. 

“From Georgia, Jesse F. Cleveland. 

From Kentucky, John Pope. 

From Alabama, Joshua L. Martin. 

The following standing committees for the ses- 
sion were announced, in pursuance of the order of 
the house on the 7th inst. 

Elections. Messrs. Buchanan, Griffin, Hawkins, 
Kilgore, Maury, of Tennessee, ‘Towns, Bronson, 
Pennybacker, and Hastings. 

Ways and means. Messrs. Cambreleng, Mc- 
Kim, Hamer, Sergeant, Jones, of Virginia, Fletch- 
er, of Massachusetts, Atherton, Haynes, and 
Rencher. 





Claims. Messrs. Whittlesey, of Ohio, Cham- 


'bers, Darlington, Russell, Campbell, of Tennes- 


Whereas the senate of the United States, in the 'see, Clark, Carter, of Maine, Stuart, and Williams, 
exercise of its functions as a deliberative assembly, |of New Hampshire. 


did, on the 28th day of March, 1834, adopt the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

‘Resolved, That the president, in the late execu- 
tive proceedings in relation to the revenue, has as- 
sumed upon himself authority and power not con- 
ferred by the constitution and laws, but in deroga- 
tion of both.” 

And whereas, afterwards, to wit, on the 16th day 
of January, 1837, the senate, in reference to the 
above resolution, adopted another as follows: 

‘Resolved, That the said resolve be expunged 
from the journal; and, for that purpose, that the 
secretary of the senate, at such time as the senate 
may appoint, shall bring the manuscript journal of 
the session of 1833-4 into the senate, and, in the 
presence of the senate, draw black lines round the 
said resolve, and write across the face thereof, in 
strong letters, the words following: expunged by 
order of the senate this 16th day of January, in the 
year of our Lord 1837.” 

And whereas the constitution of the United 
States expressly requires that each house of con- 
gress shall keep a journal of its proceedings, mean- 
ing thereby to preserve a faithful and permanent 
record of those proceedings: 

And whereas the senate of the United States. in- 
dependently of its legislative, executive, and judi- 
cial functions, has the inherent right, as a delibera- 
tive assembly, to express its opinions, which can 
be done only by resolutions: 

And whereas its opinions, which thus expressed, 
become part of its proceedings, of which the con- 
a Sa provides that a permanent record shall be 

ept: 

And whereas the resolution of the 15th of Janua- 
ry, 1837, and the act of the secretary of the senate 
in compliance with it, was a violation of the con- 
stitution, inasmuch as, in legal contemplation, it 
destroyed, and in fact defaced, the record of the 
proceeding to which it referred; wherefore, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 16th of Jan- 
uary, 1837, commonly called the expunging reso- 
lution, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded, and 
shall forever hereafter be held as naught; and that, 
in all future publications of that portion of the jour- 
nal which contains the resolution of 1833-4, and 
in all copies which may hereafter be made of the 


same, for any official or legal purpose, the said re- 


solution of 1833-"4 shall be published and copied 
as it was originally entered upon the said journal, 
without any notice whatever of the superscription, 
which was erroneously, irregularly, and unconsti- 
tutionally made, in pursuance of the resolution of 
the 16th of January, 1837. 

Mr. Buchanan, in reply to Mr. Bayard, said he 


thought the gentleman desired a very long existence | 


in this vale of tears, if he wished to live till the re- 
solution presented by him should be adopted by this 


Commerce. Messrs. Smith, Phillips, Cushman, 
DeGraff, Toland, Curtis, Mason, of Virginia, 
Worthington, and Hunter, of Ohio. 

Public lands. Messrs. Boon, Williams, of North 
Carolina, Lincoln, Casey, Chapman, Harrison, Yell, 
Shields, and Gholson. 

Post office and post roads. Messrs. Montgome- 
ry, Briggs, Hall, Hopkins, Hubley, Calhoon, of 
Kentucky, Towns, Duncan, and Palmer. 

District of Columbia. Messrs. Bouldin, Jenifer, 
Dawson, Prentiss, Hawkins, Beirne, C. H. Wil- 
liams, of Tennessee, Davee, and Petrikin. 

Judiciary. Messrs. Thomas, Robertson, Tou- 
cey, Corwin, Garland, of Virginia, Bruyn, 8. W. 
Morris, of Pennsylvania, Turney, and Cilley. 

Revolutionary claims. Messrs. Muhlenberg, 
Craig, Underwood, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Har- 
per, Birdsall, A. H. Shepperd, of North Carolina, 
and J. L. Williams, of ‘Tennessee. 

Public expenditures. Messrs. Haley, Alexander, 
Titus, Stratton, Rumsey, Fletcher, of Vermont, 
Crockett, Patterson, and Sheffer. 

Private land claims. Messrs. May, Calhoun, of 
Massachusetts, Lawler, Harlan, Beatty, Rariden, 
Leadbetter, Loomis, and Cheatham. 

Manufactures. Messrs. Adams, Webster, Slade, 
Biddle, Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Foster, and Hun- 
ter, of Virginia. 

Agriculture. Messrs. Deberry, Logan, Phelps, 
Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Randolph, and 
Stone. 

Indian affairs. Messrs. Bell, Everett, Chaney, 
Parker, Campbell, of South Carolina, Murray of 
Kentucky, Graham, of North Carolina, Crary and 
Pennybacker. 

Military affairs. Messrs. McKay, Coles, Gren- 
nell, Miller, Rives, Kemble, Mason, of Ohio, Mc- 
Clellan, of Tennessee, and Halstead. 

Militia. Messrs. Wagener, Carter, of Tennes- 
see, Holt, Allen, of Ohio, Griffin, Gallup, Dunn, 
Southgate, and Dennis. 

Naval affairs. Messrs. Ingham, Milligan, Reed, 
Wise, Grantland, Moore, Kilgore, Paynter, and 
Anderson. 

Foreign affairs. Messrs. Howard, Cushing, 
Jackson, of Georgia, Dromgoole, Claiborne, Fair- 
field, Patton, Legare, and Hofiman. 

Territories Messrs. Bronson, Potts, Pearce, 
Borden, Jones, of New York, Farrington, White, 
of Kentucky, Hammond, and C. Shepard, of North 
Carolina. 

Revolutionary pensions. Messrs. Morgan, Klin- 
gensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson, of Virginia, Sibley. 
Ewing, Whittlesey, of Connecticut, and Childs. 

Invalid pensions. Messrs. Taylor, Williams, of 
Kentucky, Allen, of Vermont, McClellan, of New 
York, Herod, Stanly, Mallory, Aycrigg, and Plumer 

Roads and canals. Messrs. Mercer, Evans, Mc- 
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Kennan, Snyder, Fillmore, Johnson, of Maryland, 
White, of Indiana, Graves and Grant. 

Paients. Messrs. Fletcher, of Vermont, Phelps, 
Menefee, Bicknell, M. Morris, of Pennsylvania. 

Public bwildinss and grounds. Messrs. Lincoln, 
Legare, Pratt, Mercer, and Jackson, of Georgia. 

evisaland unfinished business. Messrs. Sheplor, 
of Ohio, Noble, Southgate, Henry, and Peck. 

Accounts. Messrs. Johnson. of Virginia, John- 
son, of Maryland, 8. W. Morris, of Pennsylvania, 
Bicknell, and Hawes. 

Mileage. Messrs. Dawson, Howard, Briggs, 
Miller, and Claiborne. 

The following committees appointed last session, 
stand through the congress: 

On the expenditures in the department of state. 
Messrs. M. Morris, of Pennsylvania, Jackson, of 
New York, Sheplor, of Ohio, Yorke, of New Jer- 
sey, Andrews, of New York. 

On the expenditures in the department of the trea- 
sury. Messrs. Allen, of Vermont, Sheffer, of 
Pennsylvania, Aycrigg, of New Jersey, Gray, of 
New York, Holsey, of Georgia. 

On the expenditures in the department of war. 
Messrs. Clowney, of South Carolina, Vanderveer, 
of New York, Holt, of Connecticut, Morris, of 
Ohio, Marvin, of New York. 

On the expenditures in the department of the navy. 
Messrs. Brodhead, of New York, Maxweil, of New 
Jersey, Goode, of Ohio, Edwards, of New York, 
Graham, of Indiana. 

On the expenditures in the department of the post 
office. Messrs. Childs, of New York, Dennis, of 
Maryland, Hawes, of Kentucky, Gallup, of New 
York, Plumer, of Pennsylvania. 

On the expenditures on the public buildings. Messrs. 
Sawyer, of North Carolina, Cranston, of Rhode 
Island, Menefee, of Kentucky, Dunn, of Indiana, 
Ridgway, of Ohio. 

The following gentlemen were appointed to com- 
poss the joint library committee on the part of the 
1ouse: Messrs. Patton, Pope, and McClure. 

[The committee on the part of the senate con- 
sists of Messrs. Robbins, Allen, and Wall.] 

The chair announced that, on to-morrow, he 
would call the states in order for the presentation 
of petitions. 

The chair laid betore the house a communication 
froin the secretary of the treasury, accompanied 
by a report from the superintendent of coast sur- 
veys; which, on motion, was referred to the com- 
mniftee on commerce. 

The chair also presented a communication from 
the secretary of the treasury, responding to a call 
of this house in February last, on the subject of 
establishing a system of telegraphs. 

Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, observed that the speak- 
er having announced his intention of deterring the 
cali of the states for petitions until to-morrow, he 
would avail himself of the moment to present a list 
of claims heretofore presented, and referred to the 
committee of claims, reported upon favorably, but 
not finally acted on, which he should move to take 
from the files, and refer appropriately, in order that 
something might be done by that committee, to be 
in readiness to be acted on by the house on Friday 
next, (the day in each week set apart for the con- 
sideration of private claims.) Mr. W. then mov- 
ed to refer to the committee of claims the memo- 
rials of the following persons, presented hereto- 
fore, viz. 

Gen. A. Macomb; Samuel Sanderson; Ebenezer 
A. Lester; Jesse E. Dow; Edward Burges; Daniel 
T. Patterson; Wim. Bailey, surviving partner of 
Bailey & Delord; John McCarty; Wilhtam H. Bell; 
representatives of David Caldwell; Benjamin H. 
Mackall; James J. Patterson; Daniel Davis; James 
Baker; representatives of Roswell Lee; Thomas F. 
MeCanless; Joseph Hall; Jonathan Davis; Albion 
T. Crow; Wm. R. Taylor, administrator of Jona- 
than Taylor; representatives of John Addoms; re- 
presentatives of Thos. W. Bacot; Allen R. Moore; 
Elias Johns; Jas. McMahon; Sarah Murphy; Abra- 
ham Lansing; Thomas J. Lawler and Smith M. 
Miles; Nicholas Hedges; Presley N. O’Bannon; 
William Tharp; William and James Crook; James 
Callan; Farrow & Harris; Converse & Rees; Jo- 
seph Radcliff; Francis Gardiner; Benjamin Mooers; 
Eli Horton; M. Gelston, executor of David Gels- 
ton; John M. Oliver; John Kreps; Christopher 
Clark; Philip Marshal, ef al; Curtis Grubb; John 
B. Perkins; William Eadus; Hannah Mud!ong; 
Robert Peebles and John Graham; administrators 
of Edward Duvar; Richard Frisby; John P. Aus- 
tin and Edward N. Tailer; Alexander G. Morgan; 
Jonathan Elliot; John Wilson; John Downes; Chris- 
topher Werner; David H. Maxwell; Teakle Savage, 
administrator of Bolitha Laws; Thomas Tyner, et 
al; Melancthon T. Woolsey; Joseph Nourse; James 
L. Kenner; James Herron; H. W. Russel; Freeman 


jr.; Levy court, Calvert county, Maryland; Hugh 
McDonald; Charles Benns. 

Mr. Patton, of Virginia, moved that the motion 
be modified, so as to embrace all petitions for claims 
on which favorable reports have been heretotore 
made, and to refer all such to the appropriate 
standing committees; and the amendment being 
accepted by the mover, the motion, as modified, 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Howard offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

**Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a naval academy.” 

The following resolution, offered on a former day 
by Mr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, was taken up 
in order, and adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 


to report to this house a plan for the erection of 


fences or guard posts, where they may be necessa- 
ry, for the safety of travel on the national road from 
Cumberland to Wheeling, accompanied with an es- 
timate of the expense in making the improvement. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the report of the 
secretary of the treasury, and the estimates of ap- 
propriations asked for, for 1838, were taken up and 
referred to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Craig’s resolution, appointing ‘‘Monday 
next” for the election of a Chaplain to the house, 
moved some days ago, came up in order. The 
mover proposed to strike out ‘*Monday,” and to 
insert “‘now;” which motion prevailed, and the 
house proceeded to the election. 

On the fourth balloting, the Rev. Mr. Reese, of 
Maryland, of the Methodist Protestant church, was 
declared to have received a majority of votes, and 
to be duly elected. ; 

[For Mr. Reese 103, Mr. Fowler 33, Mr. John- 
son 30, scattering 9.] 

On motion of Mr. Williams, of N. C. it was 

Ordered, That the use of the hall of the house 
of representatives be granted to the Colonization 
society for their meeting to-morrow evening. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a copy 
of the report made to the treasury department by 
professor Hassler, superintendent of the coast sur- 
vey und of the fabrication of standard weights and 
measures. 

Also, a report from the secretary of the treasury, 
made in compliance with the order of the house of 
the 3d of February, 1837, on the propriety of es- 
tablishing a system of telegraphs for the United 
States. 

Also, a report from the secretary of the treasu- 


ry, made in obedience to the 3d section of the act | 


of the 20th April, 1836, to carry into effect the 
treaties concluded with the Chichasaw tribe of In- 
dians; and, 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the treasury, 
transmitting further information, called for by the 
house on the 30th of September last, in relation to 
the monthly returns from receivers of public ino- 
neys to the treasury department, required by the 
circular order of the 11th of July, 1856, specifying 
the amount received in gold and silver, and of the 
bills authorized by said circular, with copies of cer- 
tificates of deposite received at the treasury from the 
late deposite banks, with the proportion of gold and 
silver and banks notes. 

A joint resolution from the senate, for appoint- 
ing a committee on the library, was adopted on the 
part of the house. 

Mr. Shields, of Tennessee, moved the following 
resolution, which was agreed to by the honse: 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to enquire into the expediency of ceding 
to the state of Tennessee all the right, title, claim 
and interest which the United States have in and 
to the vacant unappropriated and refuse lands with- 
in the chartered limits of the said state of Tennes- 
see, south and west of a line commonly called the 
congressional reservation line, on such conditions 
as will secure the occupants thereon in their occu- 
pant claims according to the existing laws of said 
state, at a price not exceeding 123 cents per acre, 
and as will be consistent with the compact between 
the states of North Carolina, Tennessee. and the 
United States, relating to said lands, and the laws 
and ordinances of the United States making provi- 
sion for school lands in the new states. 

Mr. Lawler, of Alabama, offered the following, 
the consideration of which was postponed till Mon- 
day next on motion of the mover. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to reduce, accord- 
ing to some equitable scale of graduation, the price 
of such portions of the public lands as will not sell 
within a reasonable length of time at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents peracre,and that the lands which 
cannot be sold at such reduced prices, after being 





Brady; heirs of Robert Fulton; Thomas Fillebrown, 
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quished to the states severally in which the 7. 
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Mr. Garland, of Virginia, offered the followin» 
resolution, which, after some explanations on his 
part, was adopted: = 

Resolved, That the ten per cent. allowed to the 
clerks in the several offices of government by the 
general appropriation law of 1537, be allowed to 
the postmaster of the house, and be paid by the 
clerk. . 

Mr. Adams offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to report a bill to prohibit 
the making or declaring a dividend to the stock. 
holders of any bank in the District of Columbia, at 
any time when the specie payments of such bank 
shall be suspended. * 

Mr. Adams said that he did not know that there 
was any necessity for discussion on this proposi- 
tion. He offered it thus early, because the commit- 
tees were just appointed, and the time for making 
dividends is near. His opinion was, that, whateve; 
other iudulgences were proper to be granted to the 
banks, they should not be allowed to make diyj- 
dends while suspending specie payments. 

Mr. Patton, of Virginia, thought this too much a 
matter of importance to hasten through without the 
usual inquiry. He moved to strike out the words 
“report a bill’? and to insert ‘inquire into the expe- 
diency of reporting a bill.” 

Mr. Adams accepted the modification, and the 
resolution as modified was adopted. 

Mr. Carter, of Tennessee, otfered the following: 

Resolved, ‘That a select committee be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of extending the provisions of the act of con- 
gress for the benefit of the surviving officers and 
soldiers of the revolutionary army, passed 7th June, 
1832, so as to embrace those who were engaged in 
the wars of the United States which occurred be- 
tween the treaty of peace with Great Britain in 
1783, and the treaty of Greenville with the Indians 
in 1795, and that the said committee have leave to 
report by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the committee 
was ordered to consist of five members. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virginia, offered the following: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
storing to the United States court for the western 
district of Virginia, its former jurisciction. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. Bond, of Ohio, oifered the following, which 
lies over one day, under the rules and orders of the 
| house: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to furnish this house a statement of the 
'several ainounts paid in specie by the deposite 
‘banks on the checks or orders of the treasury de- 
partment since the 13th of May last, and the amount 
and date of any such checks on which said banks 
refused payment in specie, in part or in whole. 

Mr. Chapman, of Alabama, offered the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency ol 
granting the land remaining unsold in the Hunts- 
ville land district, in Alabama, and the proceeds o! 
such as may have been sold since the Ist of Janua- 
ry, 1836, to the state of Alabama, to be applied to 
the further prosecution of the public improvement 
at Muscle and Colvert’s shoals, on the Tennessee 
river, 

Mr. Carter, of Tennessee, moved to amend the 
resolution by adding thereto the following: 

«And for the purpose of extending the said im- 
provement up the Tennessee and Holston rivers, by 
removing the obstructions in them up as far as 
Kingsport, in east Tennessee, commencing at Col- 
vert’s shoais.” 

Mr. Carter sustained this motion in a few words, 
showing that the public exigencies demanded such 
an extension of the improvements. 

Mr. Reed, of Massachusetts, contended for the 
right and propriety of congress appropriating the 
| proceeds of the public domain to purposes of the 
| kind described by Mr. Carter, and said he should in 
i this, as in all instances, vote for liberal internal im- 
| provements. 
| Mr. Chapman said he did not wish, in introduc- 
ling this resolution, to raise any new questions. 
|The sense of congress, as tothe claim of this im- 
|provement upon the attention of government, had 
been already ascertained. Funds had been already 
'raised, by the sale of 400,000 acres of the lands in 
‘the Huntsville district, for this object, which ws 
‘suspended now on account of the inadequacy ol 
‘that appropriation to complete it. The object o! 
|the resolution now moved was to inquire into the 
|expediency of making a yet farther appropriation. 
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a 
See 


gnished, all the contiguous states, as well as Ala- ; of the subject, and made some allusions to the pub- ; Wm. B. Campbell, John Campbell, W. B. Carter, 


Difhd- 


It had not beeu his design to debate the | lic domain, as d common stock, upon which mem- | Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 


estion at this time, for he saw no new matter of | bers were sent here, by some portions of the con-| Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Ciowney, 


debate in it; and nothing involving, now, any ques- | stituency of the country, to speculate upon for 


tion of constitutional diificulty which had not al- 


ready been acted ou and decided. It was only aj|terest being subserved thereby. They come here, 


roposition to finish an important national work al- 
ready commenced by act of congress. 

Mr. Johnson, of Marylaad, moved to strike out 
the words ‘‘committee on public lands,” and to in- 
gert the words “*co.nmittee on roads and canals.” | 
It was a question of internal improvements, and re- | 
ferable, properly, to the iatter committee. 

The speaker remarked that pending the motion to 
amend Mr. Johnson’s proposed amendment was not 
now in order. 

Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, said a few words in rela- 
tion to the amount of the proposed appropriation, 
which, he contended would not be available for the | 
opjects conteinplated in the amendment of Mr. Car- | 
ter. There would be no surplus (after the necessa- | 
ry appropriation was made out of these unsold lands | 
in Alabama) which could be appropriated accord- | 
ing to the ainendment. Mr. Mercer also expressed 
himself favorable to the reference proposed by Mr. 
Johnson, in preference to that named in the reso- 
lution of Mr. Chapman. 

Mr. Martin, of Alabama, expressed himself as 
being in favor of the resolution, and moved an 
amendment as to the point of commencing the pro- 
posed improvements. 

Mr. Curler was sorry to find more and more ob- 
stacles interventing to prevent the attainment of the 
object he had in view in offering his amendment. | 
He showed that the state of Alabama had already 
enjoyed the proceeds of 400,000 acres of the public 
domain, for that could not be considered otherwise 
than a mere local improvement. ‘This very objec- 
tion as to the character of the improvement was 
made at the time of the first appropriation, and was 








‘altering the laws relating to bounty lands as to al- 


Amongst others, Mr. 4dams presented certain me- 


their beneiit, under the pretext of the national in- 


said he, with wild and splendid schemes, which, if 
one of the representatives of the old states were to 
demand, though such demand involved the expen- 
diture of only a quarter-section of the public do- 
main, would rouse the whole west against them for 
their extravagance. 

Mr. Johnson’s amendment prevailed. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved further 
to amend the resolution by adding thereto the fol- 
lowing: 

‘And that the said committee be further instruct- | 
ed to inquire into the manner in which former ap- 
propriations of land and money for that object have 
been expended.” 

This amendment was accepted as a modification 
of the original resolution, which, thus amended and 
modified, was adopted, without a division. 

Mr. Tuylor, of New York, otfered the following 
resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 


low those entitled to them to locate on any public 
lands subject to entry at private sale, or to receive 
land scrip in lieu of bounty land. 

On motion of Mr. Potts, of Pennsylvania, 

The house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Dec. 12. ‘The following gentlemen ap- 
peared to-day, and took their seats. 

From South Carolina, Mr. Rhett. 

From Alabama, Mr. Lyon. 

A very large number of petitions and memorials 
were presented to-day and appropriately referred. 


met by an assurance that the proposed work should | morials remonstrating against the annexation of 
be made a national one, by its necessary connection | Texas to the union, and moved that these, together 
with other improvements contemplated in Tennes- | with all others on the same subject which had been | 
see. That promise, it was his (Mr. Carter’s) pre- presented by himself and his colleagues at the ex- | 
sent object to carry out. It was a very important tra session, be referred toa select committee. He 
question among his constituents; in fact, atest ques- | said that he had made this motion in consequence 
tion, and much discussed ‘upon the stuu.p” in ‘Ten- | of an understanding with all his colleagues from 
nessee. Members from that state were required to the state of Massachnsetts, who were unanimous 
advocate it on that floor; and the operation of the in their assent to, and approbation of, the motion. 
present resolution, as offered, will be to cut off the Mr. Howard, of Maryland, moved to amend the 
claims to consideration set up by his constituents, | motion by substituting for a select committee the 
and to obtain a still further appropriation for this committee on foreign affairs. 

merely local improvement. The amendment he) Mr. 4dams having again risen apparently with 
had proposed would as much subserve the interests | the purpose of supporting his motion, the speaker 
of the people of Alabama as the resolution could do, | said that if any debate was likely to arise, the mo- 
ifnot thus amended. And Mr. C. pointed out the | tion must lie one day. 

advantages to the general government ofsuch im-| Mr. dams said he was at the disposal of the 
provements as his amendment contemplated: the fa- house; but if the gentleman from Maryland per- 
cilities they would aiford for the transportation of | sisted in his motion for amendment, he should 
troops, &c. in the midst of a portion of the country | deeim it his duty to state the reasons why it ought 
more vulnerable than any other; and the great im- | not to prevail. 


Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, 
Deberry, DeGratt, Dromgoole, Edwards, Ewing, 
Farrington, Fairfield, Fry, Gallup, J. Garland, 
Gholso., J. Graham, Grantiaud, Graves, Griffin, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, J. 
Jackson, Jenifer, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Na- 
thaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, 
Lawler, Legare, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, 
Martin, Maury, May, McKay, A. McClellan, Me- 
Clure, McKim, Menefee, Mercer, Miiler, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murray, Nobile, 
Palmer, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, 
Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Rhett, Rives, Ko- 
bertson, Rumsey, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, 
Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spen- 
cer, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Under- 
wood, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, A. 5. 
White, J. White, L. Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
J. W. Williams, C. H. Williains, Wise, Worthing- 
ton, Yell—135. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, 
W. B. Calhoun, Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Duncan, Dunn, Ever- 
ett, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Goode, W. Gra- 
ham, Grant, Gray, Grennell, Hall, Harper, Has- 
tings, Henry, Herod, Hotiman, Ingham, 7. we 
Jackson, Kilgore, Lincoln, Marvin, 8. Mason, 
Maxwell, Robert McClellan, McKennan, Milli- 
van, M. Morris, Samuel W. Morris, C. Morris, 
Naylor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patter- 
son, Peck, Phillips, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Shetfer, Sibley, Slade, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Webster, E. Whittlesey, ‘I. 
T. Whittlesey, Yorke—70. 

So the motion was laid upon the table. 

Mr. Adams presented another memorial, signed 
by 505 petitioners, to the same eifect as the last, 
and made the same motion. 

Mr. Wise renewed the motiou to lay on the ta- 
ble; which prevailed. 

Mr. Adums having presented another, which sha- 
red the same fate, and having presented a third, Mr. 
Lawler, of Alabatna, raised the question of recep- 
tion; and the question being, **Will the house re- 
ceive this memorial?’ Mr. Adams demanded the 
yeas and nays; which were taken, and stood as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, 
John W. Allen, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Aycrigg, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, Birdsall, Bound, 
Borden, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, 
W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Tin.othy J. Carter, 
W. B. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Cheatham, Childs, 
Cilley, Clark, Cleveland, Corwin, Craig, Crary, 


provement they would yield to the commercial in- | 


terests of that partof the country. He commended 
this view of the question to those who contend for 


Mr. Howard said that if there was any persisting 
it inust be on the part of the gentleman himself; if 
he did not persist in the motion, Mr. H. should not 


the “strict construction”’ of the powers of this gov- | insist on the amendment. 
ernment, in regard to internal improvements. _ Mr. Adams said that the gentleman must be con- 
Mr. Martin, of Alabama, could not agree that the | scious that the subject to which the memorials re- 
improveinents named in the resolution were merely | ferred was one which did not concern our foreign 
local, but he was willing to go for the amendment. | relations only, but was of the deepest interest to| 
Mr. Martin’s amendment to Mr. Carter’s amend- | all the interior of the country. 
ment prevailed. | The speaker decided that the motion must lie over. | 
Mr. Carter having slightly modified his amend-| Mr. Wise inquired whether it would be in order 
ment, in accordance with a suggestion of Mr. | to move that the whole subject lie on the table? 
Mercer, of Va., his arnendment prevailed. _ The speaker said it would be when the subject | 
The question then recurring on the referrence, | came up to-morrow. 
Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, again movedto amend) Mr. 4ddams presented another memorial of simi- | 
by striking out, and i«:erting as before. He con- lar tenor, and made the same motion as before. , 
tended that there could be no utility ina committee! Mr. Howard repeated the motion to amend. } 
upon roads and canals, if such an ingniry as this| ‘The speaker decided that this, too, must lie over. | 
were to be confided to any other committee. There | Mr. .ddams then presented a large number more 
Was a great necessity for inquiry into this subject, | of memorials to the same effect, and included them | 
as a question of internal improvements, (he said,) | all in a general motion of reference to a select 
and that inquiry belongs to the committee to which | committee. 
his ainendment proposed its reference. Hethought| Mr. Howard renewing his motion to amend, they 
the argument of Mr. Chapman, that a limited sane- | were all laid over till to-morrow. 
tion having once been giving to this improvement) Mr. ddams then presented a memorial, praying | 
at Muscle Shoals, therefore the most unlimited ex- | for the immediate abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
penditure thereupon should be lavished without trict of Columbia; and moved that this, together 
anotner investigation, was very indefensible. He) with a multitude of similar memorials, presented 
was a representative of one of ‘‘the old thirteen” by himself and his colleagues from Massachusetts 
States, and he wished to know the worth of these | at the late special session, from about 50,000 peti- 
lands he was called on to vote away, and what was | tioners, be referred to the committee for the Dis- 
to be done with the proceeds. He wanted to know | trict of Columbia. 
the quantity and quality of these lands. Mr. Wise, of Virginia, moved to lay that motion 
Mr. Chapman said that the 400,000 acres origi- | on the table. 
nally granted were selected from the best of the Mr. Potts, of Pennsylvania, demanded the yeas 
lands, valued at $1 25 an acre, and there were now | and nays, which were ordered, and, being taken, 
about 92,000 aeres remaining, which may be con- | resulted as follows: 
sidered as refuse lands, the former selection having| YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, Atherton, | 
been made. 'Aycrigg, Beirne, Bell, Birdsali, Boon, Bouldin, | 
Mr. Johnson insisted on the appropriate reference | Brodhead, Buchanan, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, | 











Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Cushman, Davee, Da- 
vies, DeGratf, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, 
Everett, Ewing, Farrington, Fairfield, Richard 
Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Goode, 
William Graham, Grantland, Grant, Graves, Gray, 
Grenuell, Haley, Hall, Hammond, Hamer, Harri- 
son, Harper, Hastings, Haynes. Henry, Herod, 
Hotiman, Wm. H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. Jack- 
son, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johanson, N. Jones, 
Kemble, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lincoln, Logan, 


| Loomis, Marvin, Samson Mason, Maxwell, Mc- 


Kay, Robert McClellan, McClure, McKennan, 
Menefee, Milligan, Morgan, Mathias Morris, S. 
W. Morris, C. Morris, Muhlenberg, Murray, Nay- 
lor, Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Palmer, Parker, Parmen- 
ter, Patterson, Peck, Phelps, Phillips, Plumer, 
Pope, Potts, Prentiss, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, 
Ridgway, Rives, Russell, Sheil-r, A. H. Shepperd, 


| Sheplor, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, 


Spencer, Stratton, Taylor, Tillinghast, Titus, To- 
land, Touecey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Web- 
ster, Weeks, A. S. White, Elisha Whittlesey, T. 
T. Whittlesey, Sherrod Williains, Jared W. Wil- 
liams, Worthington, Yorke—145. 

NA YS—Messrs. Beirne, Bouldin, John Calhoon, 
Wm. B. Campbell, J. Campbell, Chapman, Clai- 
borne, Clowney, Coles, Crockett, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Dromgoole, J. Garland, Gholson, J. Grabatn, 
Griffin, Hawes, Hawkins, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
ley, R. M. T. Hunter, Wm. C. Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, Lawler, Legare. Lyon, Mallory, Martin, 
Maury, May, Abraham McClellan, McKim, Mer- 
cer, Miller, Montgomery, Pearce, Pennybacker, 
Petriken. Pratt, Rencher, Rhett, Robertson, Rum- 
sey, C. Shepard, Shields, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Thomas, Turney, Underwood, John 


| White, Lewis Williams, Jos. L. Williams, Chris- 


topher H. Williams, Wise, Yell—59. 
So the house determined that the memorial should 
be received. 
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[When Mr. Rives’ name was called, he inquired 
of the chair whether, if he voted for the reception 
of this petition, there was any rule which would 
preclude him from a motion like that made by his 
colieague, (Mr. Wise) to lay it on the table? On 
being answered no, Mr. R. said he would vote for 
ifs reception, to give it the destination of the 
others. ] 

Mr. Wise said he had not made a motion like 
that of the gentleman from Alabama, because the 
question of reception had been decided so often in 
the affirmative, and that by the votes of southern 
inen, that it was needless to renew it. But, the 
memorial having now been received, he would re- 
ner his motion, that its reference be laid upon the 
table. 

The motion to lay on the table was agreed to 
without a count. 

Mr. Adams presented another memorial, and 
made the same motion respecting it. 

Mr. Wise renewed his motion to lay on the table, 
and requested Mr. Adams, with a view to save Mr. 
W. trouble and the time of the house, to include 
all his inemorials of the same tenor in one general 
motion. 

Ir. Adams begged the gentleman from Virginia 
to understand that it had not been from any disposi- 
tion to ers trouble to the gentleman or the house 
that he had made these motions, but out of justice 
to the petitioners. All he asked was the reference 
of the petitions to the committee fur the District. 
Every body knew what the report of that commit- 
tee would be: but his duty to the memorialists, 
from which he could not swerve, had compelled, 
and would compel him to make the same motion in 
every case. 

Mr. dams then presented a memorial from IIli- 
nois, praying for the immediate abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in all the derritories of the United 
States where it existed; and moved its reference to 
the committee on the territories. 

Mr. Wise moved to lay the motion on the table. 

Mr. 4dams, considering the subject of this me- 
morial as very ditierent from those preceding it, de- 
inanded that the question be taken by yeas and nays. 

They were ordered by the house and stood thus: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Beirne, Bell, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Cambre- 
leng, William B. Campbell, John Campbell, T. J. 
Carter, Wm. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, 
Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Clowney, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, Didihicodle, Edwards, Farring- 
ton, Fairfield, Fry, J. Garland, Gholson, James 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, Hammond, 
Hamer, Harlan, Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, 
Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. 
H. Hunter, R. M. T. Hunter, Jabez Jackson, Jen- 
ifer, J. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. 
Jones, Kemble, Klingensmith, Lawler, Legare, Lo- 
gan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, Mar- 
tin, Maury, May McKay, A. McClellan, McClure, 
McKim, Menefee, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, 
Patton, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, 
Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, Ro- 
bertson, Rumsey, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, 
Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Taliaferro, ‘Taylor, Tho- 
mas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Vander- 
veer, Wagener, Weeks, A. S. White, John White, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, J. W. Wil- 
liams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, 
Worthington, Yell—127. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Al- 
len, John W. Allen, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, 
Bronson, Buchanan, W. B. Calhoun, Childs, Cor- 
win, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, 
Davies, De Gratf, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Everett, 
R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Goode, W. Graham, 
Grant, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, 
Kilgore, Lincoln, Marvin, S. Mason, Maxwell, R. 
McClellan, McKennan, Milligan, C. Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, 
Peck, Phillips, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed 
Ridgway, Russell, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Smith, 
Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Webster, E. Whittle- 
sey, T.T. Whittlesey—73. 

So the motion of reference was laid upon the 
table. 

Memorials and petitions having been presented 
and disposed of, the speaker laid before the house 
the following communications, viz: 

A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, transmitting a report from the coinmissioner 
of the general land office, showing, among other 
interesting details, the rapid progress made in dis- 
posing of the arrearages of business in the general 
and office during the past year, and the prospect 


of an early ability to despatch all the publiccalls | 





upon it, extraordinary as they have been in amount, 
with the promptitude desirable and useful. 

A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, transmitting a report, in obedience to the re- 
solution of the house of the 23d of February last, 
requiring the secretary of the treasury to cause the 
necessary examinations to be made of the seacoast 
south of the Chesapeake bay, with regard to the lo- 
cation of additional light houses, beacons and buoys. 

Abstract. The officer appointed by the secretary 
to discharge that duty, recommends— 
re Ist. A new light house at the mouth of Tampa 

ay. 
wrens A light boat in the N. W. passage of Key 

est. 

3d. On the coast of Florida several new light 
houses, and various other important improvements. 

4th. A new light house on St. Simons island. 

5th. At Charleston, five beacons and three addi- 
tional buoys. 

A small beacon light on Wilkinson’s point, on 
the Neuse river, and also a light house on Body 
island. 

A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in obedience to the second section of the ‘‘act 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of government for 1836,” showing the ex- 
penditures of the appropriations for the contingen- 
cies of the several offices of this department for the 
year ending 30th September last. 

The house referred the urgent request of Mr. 
Whittlesey, for liberty to report from the committee 
of claims sundry papers which needed speedy re- 
ference to the executive, and then adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec.13. Immediately after the read- 
ing of the journal, 

Mr. Fletcher, of Massachusetts, asked permission 
of the chair to make some statements in reference 
to a publication which had appeared in the Globe of 
that morning, signed by certain members of the 
committee of ways and means.* 

The question having been put, and the leave ac- 
corded, Mr. Fletcher observed that the article in re- 
lation to which he wished to make an explanatory 
statement, referred to a publication which had ap- 
peared in some of the papers of Boston, and purport- 
ing to be a speech delivered by him on a late occa- 
sion in that city. In reference to that publication, 
he had to say that it had not been made by him, or 
revised by him; nor had he seen it until it appear- 
ed in the public prints. The publication was in no 
sense his; nor was he in any sense responsible for it; 
nor had his attention been called to it until the ar- 
ticle in the Globe of this morning had been shown 
to him. One member of the committee of ways and 
means resided in New Hampshire, (Mr. Atherton,) 
near him; the chairman ofthe committee (Mr. Cam- 
breleng) had his house in the city of New York, 
within twenty-four hours’ communication of him, 
at any time; yet he had never heard from any one 
of the members of the committee any thing on the 
subject of the publication in question. He had re- 
ceived no communication from any member of the 
committee until he bad seen that which was con- 
tained in the Globe of this morning. The remarks 
alluded to had been published by the Boston papers 
early in November, some weeks before the present 
meeting of congress; it was now the second week 
of the. session, and he now, for the first time, heard 
any thing from any of the gentlemen of the com- 
mittee touching that publication. 

He saw in the statement in the Globe that the 
gentlemen who had affixed their signatures to the 
article, expressed regret at the absence of Mr. Owens, 
another member of the committee, and who, as they 
said, would concur with them in all they had stated. 
They said nothing, however, of another member of 
that committee, Mr. Sergeant, of Philadelphia, now 
absent, but who had been in this city, since the 
commencement of the present session. Had Mr. 
F. received any intimation of an intention to sub- 
mit such a statement to the public, he should have 
deemed the presence of that gentleman desirable. 
Mr. F. might then have had an opportunity of ap- 
plying to him in relation to this matter, and the 
other members of the committee might have obtain- 
ed his statement of the facts. Those facts Mr. F. 
now wished distinctly to state. 

At the late session of congress he had been put, 
a stranger and an inexperienced member of the 
house, on the committee of ways and means. At 
an early meeting of the committee, he could not say 
whether at the first meeting, though he thought it 
was, certain bills were submitted to the committee 


by its chairman, which, as he understood, had been | oi 
'siness in that committee, then the remarks of Mr. 


drawn up by the secretary of the treasury. In fact, 


the statement of these gentlemen itself admitted | 





. . . —————— 
of the committee of ways and means had consulte 
with the secretary of the treasury in relatio; to 
those bills, and that this had been done ‘eith the 
knowledge and consent of the committee. 

Mr. F. could speak only for himself; he 
had had no knowledge of such consuttation until 
the bills had been introduced into the committee 
nor did the statement assert that such consultation 
with the secretary was known to the committee 
before the bills in question were Isid before it. Mr 
F. did understand, distinctly, that the bills originat_ 

. : ° DS ‘of 
ed with the secretary; had received their form from 
him; and in that form had been submitted to the 
committee by its chairman. Now, whether igno- 
rantly or otherwise, Mr. F. had supposed that sneh 
a course of things was improper; that it was a wide 
and dangerous departure from the theory and prin. 
ciples of our government, which required that th. 
legislative and executive departments should be 
kept entirely distinct from each other. This was 
not, and could not be, any matter of secrecy; ang 
he had considered it no violation of courtesy to 
speak of it; he accordingly had stated the case to 
several gentlemen of the house during the late ses- 
sion, and asked their opinion in regard to it; he 
found but one opinion on the subject—that the 
course was very linproper. In the debate which 
took place in the house on these bills, it had been 
distinctly averred by one of the speakers that those 
bills did not originate with the committee, and this 
assertion had not been, at that time, denied or an- 
swered by any one. When he went home, he went 
under the impression that there was an improper 
interference of the executive with the legislative 
department of the government. 

e had afterwards been called on by his consti- 
tuents, at a meeting held in Boston, to express his 
views in relation to our national affairs. That 
meeting, however, was not, as described in the 
Globe, a meeting called for the celebration of vie- 
tories. It was the regular, customary meeting an- 
nually held previous to the annual election in Mas- 
sachusetts. He had been, as he had said, called 
upon by his constituents to speak to them on our 
national affairs; and, in so doing, he had stated, in 
reference to the manner of conducting the business 
ofthe committee of ways snd means, that the bills 
reported from that committee originated with the 
executive—came to the committee from the execu- 
tive drawn up in form, and were executive mea- 
sures, He had stated, in terms, however, that, in 
calling them executive measures, he had not refer- 
ence to the president simply, but also to the heads 
of departments. This had been his statement, and 
his comments upon the facts had been that this was, 
in his view, an improper and dangerous interference 
by the executive with the legislative action of this 
government. The subject of his remarks had been 
simply the danger of such an interference. The 
gentlemen, in their article, spoke of an attack on 
the majority of the committee. He had not so un- 
derstood himself; his comment related to the im- 
propriety of executive interference. 

Now, as to the details contained in the publica- 
tion of the Globe, he only had to say that they were 
almost all founded on particular expressions con- 
tained in the report of the Boston papers of Mr. F.’s 
speech—expressions which were not his, and for 
which he was not responsible. The gentlemen 
who prepared that article must surely have made 
an exceedingly low estiinate of his understanding 1 
they supposed he could have said such things 4s 
had been there imputed to him. The article attr- 
buted to him the assertion that the executive ma- 
jority of the house passed each bill forthwith, with- 
out alteration; and this, when all the journals of the 
country contained the debates of the house en these 
very bills, and where the alterations which they had 
undergone in the house were so notorious that none 
could remain ignorant of them. To suppose that 
he should have had the folly to make such a state- 
ment at a public meeting, was, as he had said, put- 
ting rather a lower estimate upon his common sense 
than he had supposed some of those gentlemen 
would have done. Yet, a large portion of the de- 
tails of the article in the Globe were founded on 
that supposed statement, and another equally un- 
founded as attributed to him. It was said that this 
course on the part of the chairman of the commit- 
tee of ways and means was the usual, the customary 
course of business. As to that he said nothing, 
and had nothing to say: he had only stated what he 
believed to be the fact in the matter, and which 
was substantially admitted by the gentlemen them- 
selves. If that was, indeed, the usual course of bu- 


.- . 


at least 


F. on that subject might have no validity. As to 


that most, at least, of those bills had been drawn by | that point he said nothing. 


that officer. The statement said that the chairman 


en nee ae 


*The publication shall have a place in our next. 





As to the resolution on the subject of 2 national 
bank, what occurred had been simply this. At an 
early stage of the meetings of the committee, men- 
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that the subject had been up in the committee three 
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tion bad been made of the petitions in relation to a | 
bank, and Mr. F. had suggested whether it would | 
pot be better to refrain from considering that ques- 
tion until all the petitions should be before the 


committee. It was said in the article of the Globe 


different times. Mr. F. could not deny this, but 
he did not so recollect; he had no recollection of 
any thing being said about it until at the last meet- 
ing. It was said that the resolution finally report- 
ed in reference to a bank had been drawn up in his 

resence. He had come to the committee room on 
that morning late, and his first recollection of the 
resolution was its being read by the chairman, and 
the question an put whether it should be reported 
1o the house. r. F. never had stated what was 
the origin of that resolution; what he had said was 
a mere suggestion as to its origin; no fact had been 
stated by him; and he had, and claimed to have, no 
knowledge of its origin. What he did say at the 
meeting had been that the petitions on the subject 
of a bank had not been read in the committee, and he 
made a suggestion as to the origin of the resolution 
reported. This was all he had said or done in re- 
Jation to that matter. He had said nothing upon 
any of these subjects which was not true, and 
which, as appeared to him, had not been substan- 
tially admitted to be true in the article in the 
Globe. He had done nothing which he had not 
deemed it his duty todo. Whether he was to be 
sustained in the discharge of duty was a question 
to be submitted to the justice of that house. If he 
might not rightly say all he had said, then had we 
no rights left which were worth possessing; and it 
was well that we should know, and the people 
should know, the ground on which we stand. He 
had, he repeated, endeavored to discharge his duty 
at all times decorously toward the honse and every 
member of it. But, from the course which gentle- 
men had deemed it proper to take toward him per- 
sonally, he judged it suitable that he should be dis- 
charged from remaining longer a member of the 
committee of ways and means, and he now made 
that request. 


‘timated that he said in that speech nothing but 


occurred? and not sit silent and see the wrongs pro- [ 
ceed and make no complaint, and afterwards attack 
the character of the members of the committee in 
an abusive public speech, and by a tissue of the 
grossest misrepresentations? The member has in- 


what was true. Had he not said that the bills re- 
ported by the committee were reported word for 
word, letter for letter, comma for comma, just as 
they came from the secretary of the treasury? 

[Mr. Fletcher. I never said so.] 

He intimated as much. And he says that all the 
important bills of the last session were reported from 
the committee of ways and means, and passed by 
the house, word for word and letter for letter, as 
they came down from the executive. Is it true, 
that these bills were passed by the house, word for 
word and letter for letter, as they were reported by 
the committee or came from the executive? It is 
enough to refer to the form of the bills as they were 
laid before the committee, and then as they were 
afterwards reported to the house. His statements 
are proved to be not correct by written records on 
the files of the house. The gentleman—the mem- 
ber from Boston, says that he made no assertion that 
the resolution on the subject of a national bank 
came from the executive. Whatdid he say? There 
could be no doubt that it came from the executive 
in the very form in which it was reported by the 
committee. Now, the truth is, that the first time 
the subject came up in committee, there was a dis- 
cussion as to the form in which the resolution should 
be expressed; he knew this, for he was himself pre- 
sent, and all the gentlemen of the committee knew 
it. 

He says it was introduced with a preface by the 
chairman of the committee. It was not introduced 
by the chairman at all, until he had been directed 
by the committee todrawitup. Andthat he should 
make such an assertion, when the consideration of 





the subject was postponed once, if not twice, I am 
certain it was once, at his own request; and the last 
postponement was for a number of days, almost a 
week, I think, with the nnderstanding that the next 





Mr. Cambreleng said he had a very brief reply to 
make, for he could not, after what had been pass- 
ing for the last four weeks; after all the denuncia- 
tions which had been heaped upon himself in all 
the opposition prints; after the manner in which 
the member’s speech had been printed and circulat- 
ed; he could not, now or hereafter, make an issue 
with the gentleman—witb the‘member from Mas- 
sachusetts. He could appeal to his colleagues to 
disprove the truth of what the member had now 
said. Whether he had seen the speech published 
in his naine, he did not know; this he knew, that 
the speech had been printed in extra quantity, and 
circulated in New Hampshire. He would leave it 
to the gentleman’s—to the member’s own notions 
of what was right, whether he shoutd let a publica- 
tion be circulated through his own state, and 
through the nation, for four weeks, and then come 
here and tell this house that he had never seen it, 
till he had seen it this morning in the Globe. Mr. 
C, should leave the member’s speech in explana- 
tion, and the article in the Globe, to go together 
before the world. 

Mr. Fletcher rose to explain. He had not said 
that he had not seen the published report of his 
speech till he had seen it referred to and quoted in 
the Globe. What he had said was, that he had not 
seen it prior to its publication in the Boston papers, 
and that no particular attention to ithad been given 
by him. 

Mr. Atherton, of New Hampshire, (a member of 
the committee of ways and means) observed that 
the member from Massachusetts had said that he 
had endeavored to discharge his duty as a member 
of the house and aw a meinber of the committee with 
all due fidelity. Mr. A. claimed to have discharged 
his own with equal fidelity. The member from 
Boston had made no complaint to the committee as 
to the manner of conducting the business which 
came before it. He had always been treated by its 
members with the most perfect courtesy and kind- 


ness. What, then, was his surprise on seeing the | 


report of a speech delivered by him, and with 
which Mr. A. understood him toacknowledge him- 
self satisfied, denouncing the members of the com- 
mittee in the severest manner? The speech had 
not been confined to the newspapeas, but had been 
benevolently circulated by him and his constituents 
ainongst the people in Mr. A.’s district. It was a 
Speech in which there was more misrepresentation 
than he believed had ever been conveyed in so 
many words before; and it had been industriously 
circulated with a view to affect Mr. A.’s character. 
He would ask whether it had not been incumbent 
upon the member from Boston to suggest any fault 
he had to find with the proceedings of the commit- 
tee of ways and means at the time the impropriety 


time that it was brought up, the committee would 
'take some definite action in regard to it. I think 
‘the member’s explanation only places him in a 
worse situation than before. I can only say that, 
_until he disavows every word and every letter of 
the speech published as his. I can receive no expla- 
nation from him; and I here say that I shall take 
the liberty cf enlightening the minds of my consti- 
tuents, by replying to it in such a manner as I think 
it deserves. 
Mr.J. W.Jones, of Virginia, (another member of the 
committee of ways and means, ) said that he did not 
| know that he yet correctly understood the gentle- 
‘man from Massachusetts. He rose to ascertain 
whether he did or not; for on that would greatly 
depend what he had to say to the house. Did the 
gentleman disavow the extracts from his speech 
contained in the article in the Globe? 

Mr. Fletcher. Yes; the report of my speech was 
made without authority from me. 

Mr. Jones resumed. These extracts being disa- 

vowed, I am now ready to say a few words. I was, 
at the last session, without any solicitation on my 
part, honored by the speaker of this house, with a 
seat upon the committee of ways and means. De- 
siring no place, and having resolved to decline no 
duty which should be imposed upon me, I proceed- 
ed to the discharge of the duties which devolved 
upon me, honestly and conscientiously; and I have 
discharged them in a manner which meets at least 
my own approbation. I was not aware that so 
much asevenan unkind thought was harbored by any 
member of the committee toward the gentlemen as- 
sociated with him, until I reached this city, and 
saw the speech attributed to the gentleman from 
Massachusetts. Understanding that it had been 
published at Boston, and that currency had been 
given to it through all parts of the United States, 
and had passed under the gentleman’s own imme- 
diate observation, I could not doubt that its publi- 
cation had been authorized by himself. If not, was 
it not due to those who were thus openly slandered 
and traduced, nay, whether the gentleman did not 
deem it due to himself, to correct so base a calum- 
ny on the reputation of those with whom he had 
acted? If I could believe he had not seen it, and 
had, therefore, used no means to correct the mis- 
chief, I could, in the charitable feelings of my heart, 
forbear making a single remark on the matter. But 
‘for myself, I know no difference between an act 
done by a man’s own volition, where he himself 
gives currency toa false report so injurious to the 
reputation of others, and his permission of it by 
another, uncontradicted by himself. This speech 
has been heralded to the nation under the sanction 
of his name, and till now has remained uncontra- 
dicted. 











I will take’ this occasion to say, that, as to the 
alteration of the bills before they were reported to 
the house, the same degree of investigation took 
place with respect to them which I had always been 
accustomed to see before that session. As to the 
gentleman himself, he never asked an indulgence 
as to time which was withheld by the vote of any 
one member. Yet it now appears, that while he 
was holding out to his colleagues the appearance of 
those feelings which a gentleman should cherish 
toward his companions on a committee, he was 
even then hunting up materials for that personal 
charge on their reputation which he admits that he 
made. © He says that he made the inquiry of several 
gentlemen whether the course pursued by the com- 
mittee was not unprecedented, and thatall he spoke 
to said it was without a parallel. Thus, while he 
made no disclosure of unkind feeling, he was laying 
up the materials in preparation for a deadly blow. 
I here say that I envy not the feelings of that man 
who can on the lip hold out that which shall lead 
you to suppose him your friend, while at the very 
moment he hides in his bosom the purpose to stab. 
It is my duty to repel the charges he has made 
against us. It is a most unpleasant duty, but itis 
a duty, rendered necessary by the circumstances of 
the case: and when I have to choose between duty 
and inclination, I trust I shall never hesitate. His 
charges have gone far and wide, on the wings of 
the wind. Many, very many, as in all such cases, 
will hear the charge, who will never hear the con- 
tradiction. The slander itself will reach many who 
never will hear or see the refutation. I deem it 
proper to say, while respect to the house will re- 
strain me from the use of terms which nay be re- 
garded as a violation of the rules of order, as these 
charges have been circulated in all directions, it Is 
a duty we owe ourselves to say that they are whol- 
ly unfounded and basely false. 

The question being now put on complying with 
Mr. Fletcher’s request to be excused from service on 
the committee of ways and means, it was agreed to. 

Ordered, That the chair appoint another mem- 
ber to serve in his place. 

The question of the reference of sundry memori- 
als from certain citizens of Massachusetts coming 
up in order, the following questions were presented: 

1. The motion of Mr. Howard, of Maryland, to 
the committee on foreign affairs; 

2. That of Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts to refer 
them to aselect committee, with orders to report 
thereon. 

Mr. Adams being entitled to the floor sustained 
his motion in a speech of considerable length, du- 
ring which he was frequently called to order by the 
chair and members of the house. The whole sub- 
ject was finally laid on the table on motion of Mr. 
Wise—yeas 127, nays 68. [We will in our next 
publish Mr. d4dams’ remarks and the yeas and nays 
on the questions decided during their delivery.] 

Mr. Smith, of Maine, rose and remarked that a 
bill of great impertance, to the immediate passage 
of which he could conceive of no objection, had 
just come from the senate, and was now waiting 
for the action of the house. He hoped that it would 
be allowed to be taken up at this time, by the unani- 
mous assent of the house. The bill provides for 
the cruising of United States vesse!s upon the coast 
in winter, for the relief of seamen and others in 
distress. 

The chair asked if the assent of the house were 
accorded to this proposition? 

Mr. Ewing, of Indiana, objected. 

Mr. Smith moved for the suspension of the rule 
prescribing the order of business, in order to take 
up this bill; and this motion prevailed without a 
division, and the bill was read twice. 

Mr. Wise moved the postponement of the motion 
that it be read a third time now, until to-morrow. 
He said he wished to propose an amendment, ma- 
terially extending the beneficial operation of the 
measure. 

The motion to postpone prevailed. 

The call of the states for petitions was resumed, 
where it terminated at the adjournment yesterday. 
Maryland being next in order, petitions were oifer- 
ed by Messrs. McKin, Pearce, Thomas, Howard, 

Worthington, Johnson and Jenifer. 

Virginia was next in order, and Messrs. Patton, 
Mercer, Bouldin, Hunter, Wise, Bobertson, Talia- 
ferro, Droomgoole and Garland oitered memorials, 
which were all appropriately referred. Among the 
rest, were the following memorials, offered by mem- 
bers from Virginia: 

Mr. Bouldin offered the petition of general Wal- 
ter Jones, of the city of Washington, to be allowed 
a certain claim, set forthin the said memorial, npon 
the Government. It was referred to the committee 
on the judiciary. 

Mr. Wise presented the memorial of [name un- 
heard] complaining of cruelty in the management 
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of the concerns of the penitentiary in the city of} pact entered into when she formed her constitution, 


Washington; which, on motion, was referred to the 
committee of the District of Columbia. 


Mr. Tillia/erro presented the memorial of Duff 


Green, proposing to publish a stereotyped edition 
of the laws of the United states, acts of congress, 
kc. for general circulation, at a certain specified 
rate. 

Mr. T. moved the reference of this memorial toa 
solect committee of five; which motion prevailed. 

Some other petitions were presented, an account 
of which will be hereafter given; and then 

The house adjourned. 

Thursday, Dec, 14. Mr. Dawson, yesterday, 
from the committee on mileage, reported the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was read and agreed to, 
viz. 

Resolved, That the committee on mileage be in- 
structed to report a bill to make more uniform the 
pay allowed to members of congress for mileage. 

On motion of Mr. Robertson, yesterday, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of altering 
the times of holding the circuit and district courts 
of the United States now holden in the city of Rich- 
mond. 

Mr. Briggs, of Massachusetts, was announced, 
to-day, as having been appointed on the committee 
of ways and means, in the place of Mr. Fleicher, of 
Mass. excused. 

This day opened, as yesterday closed, with peti- 
tions, the presentation and reference of which oc- 
cupied several hours. 

The bill from the senate to authorize the employ- 
ment of national vessels for the relief of distressed 
vessels coming on the coast, which had yesterday 
been read twice, was read a third time, and passed. 

[It wants only the signature of the president to 
become a law.] 

Memorials were offered by Messrs. Graham, De- 
berry, Shepard, Shepperd, and Williams, of North 
Curolina; Messrs. Legare, and Griffin, of South 
Curolina; Messrs. Haynes, Dawson, Cleveland, and 
Grantland, of Georgia; Messrs. Underwood, Cal- 
houn, 8S. Williams, Harlan, and others, of Kentuciy; 
Messrs. Carter, Shields, McClellan, Bell, and others, 
of Tennessee; Messrs. Whittlesey, Harper, Bond, 
Allen, Mason, Ridgway, Hamer, Duncan, Webster, 
Kilgore, Goode, Sheplor, Corwin, Hunter, and 
Morris, of Onio; Messrs, Herod, Rariden, Dunn, 
Graham, Boon, and Ewing, of Indiana; Messrs. 
Casey, Snyder, and May, of Illinois; Messrs. Mar- 
tin, Chapman, Lawler, and Lyon, dlabama; Messrs. 
Miller and Harrison, of Missouri; Mr. Yell, of #r- 
kansas; Mr. Crary, of Michizan; and Mr. Jones, of 
Wisconsin. 

[Some of the memorials from Ohio, Illinois, and 
one or two other states, were against the annexa- 
tion of Texas to the union, and others in favor of 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia; 
all of which, either on motion of the gentlemen pre- 
senting them, or that of other members, were laid 
on the table. ] 

Among the petitions presented was the following: 

Mr. Ewing, of Indiana, presented a memorial of 
the citizens of Indtanopolis and vicinity, in relation 
to the Cumberland road, and a resolution referring 
the same to the committee on roads and canals, 
with instructions to inquire if it would not best 
comport with the public interest and be expedient 
to abridge the duties of the chief superintendent, 
by confining his attention to the work required in 
one state, and to release him of the incumbrance of 
keeping and paying out the money appropriated, 
by providing for an arrangement of the treasury 
department with the state bank of Indiana; and, 
also, to make an ample appropriation for the vigor- 
ous prosecution and completion of the grading, 
metaling and bridging of the road through Indiana. 

Among a large number of resolutions presented, 
which will be noticed in their progress, was the 
following: 

On motion of Mr. wing, of Indiana, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of provid- 


ing by law, for investigating and deciding ail such | died. 
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so that she may be at liberty to equalize her tax 
upon lands, from and after the day of sale. Also, 
into the expediency of granting to the officers and 
privates in the service of the United States as 
rangers and militia, for six months altogether, dur- 
in the late war, a tract of land each, apportioned 
according to rank and services. 

Resolved, That the committee on claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the justice and expediency 
of amending an act entitled “an act to provide for 
the payment of horses lost or destroyed in the ser- 
vice of the United States,” approved January 18, 
1835, so as to embrace and provide for horses lost, 
and private property consumed or wasted by mount- 
ed rangers and militia, and volunteers in the autho- 
rized Wabash campaigns of 1811, and prior to the 
formal declaration of war in June, 1812. 

Resolved, That the committee on the militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of autho- 
rizing the appointment of suitable and competent 
military inspectors, to muster and train, and discip- 
line the commissioned and non-commissioned militia 
officers of the several states, in field encampment 
sixty days of each year; and paying said officers as 
cadets are now paid, during the periods of their in- 
struction in camp. 

On motion of Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of restoring 
to the district court of the United States for the 


state of Missouri, its original jurisdiction, and of 


allowing two terms in the year to the district court 
oi the United States for the said district. 

The list of states having been called through, Mr. 
Haynes moved that the house, by consent, go into 
committee of the whole for the purpose of referring 
the several portions of the president’s message; but 
the motion being objected to, he moved the suspen- 
sion of the rule, which was refused. 

Reports of committees being next called for, a 
number of private bills were reported froin the coia- 
mittee of ways and means and the committee of 
claims, of which an account shall be given in our 
next; all of which bills were twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The speaker presented the following communica- 
tions, viz: 

A communication from the secretary of state, 
transmitting an abstract showing the number of 
American seamen registered in each port of entry 
in the United States in each quarter from January 
to October, 1837, so far as the same appears by the 
returns made to this department pursuant to the 
act of the 285th of May, 1796, entitled ‘‘an act for 
the relief and protection of American seamen.” 

A communication from the commissioner of the 
general land office, submitting a report in compli- 
ance with the second section of the act of congress 
for the relief of John M. Green and others. 


A communication from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, transmiting his report of the execution of the 


‘duties imposed upon him by the secund section of 


the act making appropriations for building light 
houses, light boats, &c. for 1837, 

A communication froin the secretary of the navy, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of congress of 
the 3d of March, 1809, an abstract of expenditures 
under the head of contingent expenses of the naval 
establishment, as settled and allowed at the office 
of the fourth auditor of the treasury, from the Ist of 
October, 1836, to the 30th day of September 1837. 

The resolution heretofore offered, calling for a re- 
port from the treasury department of the amount of 
checks on the deposite bonks presented and not 
paid, was agreed to. 

And then the house adjourned. 





RAIL ROAD ACCIDENT. 

A slip from the office of the Portsmouth, Va. 
Times contains the following details of an unfortu- 
nate accident on the Portsmouth and Roanoke 
rail road, by which fifteen or eighteen passengers 
were more or less injured, two of which have since 


‘militia’ and “heads of family,” and other claims to! who fortunately escaped without injury. 


tracts of land in the Vincennes land district, as 
were not fully inquired into nor decided upon their 


| 


While the train was about forty-four niles from 


Portsmouth, a part of the road was discovered, when 





hemes 


y the third ear 
was broken by 


j and hurled from the track 15 feet 
running ander it, which in its turn 
the collision. 

There were in these cars from 25 to 3 
gers. Among them six or eight ladies livi 
line of the road, who were induced to ta 
cursion with the view of entering th 
train. Of all these ladies not one w 
without injury. 

The second car being lifted by the third over the 
rearward cars, was hurled away, as stated, a consi- 
derable distance, but no injury was received by 
any of its inmates, among whoin were col. Preston 
of the U. S. senate, and his lady, who escaped un- 
hurt. 

Their companions in the first and third cars were 
not so fortunate. 

We have not yet been able to obtain a list of the 
persons injured. But we have heard that Mrs. Ro- 
chelle and Miss Blow, Miss King, Miss Simmons 
of Southampton, Mr. Crocker of Jackson, N.C. 
Mr. Noe of Norfolk, Mr. Mills Lawrence, colone] 
Rochelle, Nelson Hodges, Mr. Hall, Mr. Owens 
Mr. Blocker and Mr. Biow, the train agent, were 
among them. ‘Two servants of col. Preston, and 
the servant of col. Downing of Florida were wound- 
ed. Four or five limbs were broken, and several 
lacerations sustained. 

The scene as described by a gentleman in one of 
the cars was distressing. Great difficulty was ex- 
perienced in extricating the sufferers from the ruins, 
compressed as they were within fragments of the 
vehicles and agonizing under their miseries. So 
soon as they could be drawn out they were convey- 
ed to Rochelle’s, where every sttention was render- 
ed them that was within the power of the proprie- 
tor of the mansion. 


No buman skill or foresight could have averted the 
calamity. This, we hear, is the unanimous voice of 
the passengers, one of whom, a relation we believe 
of colonel Preston, was on the engine at the mo- 
ment the protruding rail was discovered, and tes''- 
| fies to the exertions of the engineer, made with ail 
possible skill, but alas! directed to no purpose. 
They say the accident was one which migiit occur 
equally on other ruads, and we believe the assertion 
just, for it appears but yesterday we read of the up- 
setting of cars on some of the prominent northeri 
roads from the same cause. The mishaps indeed 
were not so disastrous as this—but the immunity of 
the passengers was apparent of their good fortune. 

Those who escaped unhurt besides cel. Preston 
and lady, were col. Downing, Mr. Dunham of Flori- 
da, Mrs. and Miss Peal, Mrs. Stewart, 4 children 
/and servant, and Mr. Banks of Augusta, Geo., who 
was riding on the engine, and jumped off at the 
moinent of the concussion. 

P.S. The cars have come in and announce the 
death of Mrs. Rochelle and Miss Blow. Miss Sim- 
mons and Mr. Crocker alone of the survivors are in 
danger. 
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From the army. A communication has been 
received from general Jesup, dated Fort Mellon, 
November 30, stating that thirteen Indians and 
thirty-six negroes (among the former Powell’s faini- 
ly) have that moment come into camp, and surren- 
dered, which, with five who came in a few days be- 
fore, make fifty-four who have come in since the 
troops have been at Fort Mellon. 

By letters, dated 27th November, we learn that 
lieut. col. Bankhead, despatched by gen. Enstis to 
establish a millitary post on the borderof Lake Har- 
ney, not finding a suitable site there, ascended the 
river to its source, about 15 miles above the lake, 
and ascertained that the river takes its rise in tie 
everglades, which presented to the eyean interm!- 
nable’extent of marsh interspersed with small lakes 
or ponds. From the appearance of the grass on tie. 
margins, itis supposed that the whole surface ol 
this part of the everglades, is at times under water. 
An eligible position, on this part of the river, bas 
| been selected for a military post by col. oo 
[ Globe. 





Among the passengers was senator Preston, | ie: 


‘Latest from Florida. We learn from a passenger 
~ ‘ 7 e ~ " . ? P 
in the sche. Empire, from St. Augustine, that a 
i letter received in that city from general Jesup, 2 


merits by former commissioners, but are noted in| too late to avoid danger, to have one of its bars loose | Fort Mellon, states that Micanopy, Cloud, Ocinthi- 
their report. Also, into the expediency of provid- |and elevated above the track. One of the passen- | ola, Jumper, and several other chiels, and about 
ing for all such confirmed rights, (as mentioned ina} gers was standing on the engine with the engineer 
letter herewith from the commissioner of the gene-| at the moment the rail was discovered—and re 
ral land office ), not yet surveyed, or located or satis- | marked simultaneously with him that the track was 


fied, by allowing unsold lands to be entered in lieu 
thereof. Also, into the expediency of making some 


j 
| 
| 


farther special provision to indemnify individuals | 


for serviceable improvements made on public lands, 
where the pre-emption was not obtained under for- 
mer laws. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
] 
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not at its level. They were then at a distance of 


one hundred yards. On approaching they perceived | 


an alarming elevation, and with the cry the rail has 
risen, leaped from the engine. The crash was in- 
stantaneous. ‘The engine was thrown from the 


the state of Indiana to rescind a clause of the com- |The foremost car was crushed, the second car lifted 


| thirty or forty warriors, had come in at Fort Mellon; 
also a nephew of Sam Jones, bringing a message 
‘from him, stating that he would come in and sur- 
| render if general Jesup would promise to treat him 
| well, and apologize for having used the Indians a9 
‘cowards. Gen. Hernandez had just returned to St. 
| Augustine from an expedition to the south; be dis- 
leovered no Indians. Gen. Jesup was momently 





Also, into the expediency of authorising | track, its wheels and lower frame work broken. | expected at St. Augustine. 


{ Charleston Courter, Dee. il. 
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